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The Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment)
Regulations 2017

Dear Sir/Madam

Application Number:  2/2020/1268/SCREIA
Proposal: Request for EIA Screening Opinion under Section 6 of the 

Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact 
Assessment) Regulations 2017 for a proposed 49.9MW solar 
park with battery storage facility at land at North dairy 
Farm, Pulham, Dorchester, DT27EA

Location: North Dairy Farm, Access To North Dairy Farm, Pulham, 
Dorset, DT2 7EA

I refer to your request for a screening opinion received on 2 September 2020 
regarding the above site.

I refer to your request for a screening opinion under Regulation 6 of the Town 
and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017, 
regarding the above site. This response is based on the information submitted 
and an officer assessment of the site, the surrounding area and planning 
constraints. 

The development proposed includes the installation of a Photovoltaic Solar Farm 
of circa 49.9MW. The Photovoltaic panels would be ground mounted and 
connected to the national grid. The proposal also includes the construction of 
ancillary works to include inverters, switchgear and transformer cabinets as well 
as a substation and a security measures including fencing and security. 

The proposal falls with the description as at paragraph 3 (a) of the table in 
Schedule 2 of the 2017 Regulations. Since the proposal exceeds the threshold, 
the proposal is considered to be 'Schedule 2 development' within the meaning of 
the 2017 Regulations. 



This screening opinion is given having regard to the description of your proposal 
as set out in your submission. This has been considered against the selection 
criteria for screening Schedule 2 development as set out in Schedule 3 of the EIA 
Regulations 2017 with particular regard to the characteristics of the 
development, location of the development, and characteristics of the potential 
impact. The likely impacts have been considered having regard to the 
construction, operation and decommissioning stages of the development.

Summary opinion: Environmental Impact Assessment required

The development is of a significant size. It is accepted however that there are no 
other large scale solar developments in the area which require consideration of 
cumulative impact. 

The site is located in open countryside close to the west of the village of 
Hazelbury Bryan, close to the east of Pulham and close to the south of Kings 
Stag. The site is located in the relatively flat Blackmore Vale landscape character 
area. The landscape is characterised by a very broad, gently undulating clay vale 
with a fine-grained mosaic of pastures, scattered villages and small woodlands. 
The farmland landscape extends significant distances to the north creating a vast 
open landscape. 

The key considerations to development in this location would include localised 
landscape impact, wider landscape impact on the AONB, impact on residential 
amenity, transport issues, drainage issues and impact on river flooding, impact 
on habitat, biodiversity and protected species as well as heritage impacts.    
 
The planning constraints to the development include the Dorset AONB which is 
located as close as approximately 2km to the south east of the site. The site is 
90m from the river Lydden with areas of the site liable to flooding and its is 
noted that these areas in the flood zones 2 and 3.  The site is also located within 
the impact risk zone for the Holnest Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) / 
Special Area of Conservation (SAC), a site designated for its internationally 
important populations of Great Crested Newts (GCN).

It is the opinion of the Council having taken into account the selection criteria in 
Schedule 3 to the 2017 Regulations and having considered the surrounding 
constraints that the development is likely to give rise to significant effects on the 
environment, because of its nature, size and location. The small undulations in 
the landscape would give rise to localised views of the development from public 
rights of way and nearby villages which need to be considered. 

The development would also be highly visible in panoramic views from the Dorset 
AONB located to the south and south east of the site which includes Dungeon Hill 
Scheduled Ancient Monument. The development is likely to result in a marked 
change to a significant area of the Blackmore Vale landscape when viewed from 
high viewpoints in the AONB. The visual impact is likely to be significant given 
the scale of development. The significance of these views needs to be assessed in 
detail particularly as much of the area to the south is designated an AONB and is 



an important area of outdoor recreation and would warrant full consideration 
within an Environmental Statement.  

Information has been provided regarding access to the site from the public 
highway at this stage. Given the scale of the development and the isolated 
location of the site it will give rise to a large number of HGV movements during 
the construction and decommissioning phases in an unsustainable location as 
demonstrated in the construction statement. The transport impact will require 
detailed consideration. Whilst the transport impact alone would not justify EIA 
development, it contributes to the cumulative need for an Environmental 
Statement. 

The site boundary is within 2km of the Blackmore Vale Commons and Moors SSSI 
part of which is also designated as a SAC. On site and close to the site there are 
a number of ponds which, along with nearby grassland, could provide an 
appropriate habitat for Great Crested Newts.

The impact of the development upon protected species and their habitat will need 
detailed consideration in an Environmental Statement.

There are a number of heritage assets in the locality including listed buildings 
and the conservation area of Hazelbury Bryan. Due to the locations of these 
assets, the topography of the land, existing hedgerows and scope for further 
mitigation screening it is not considered that these pose a significant constraint 
to the proposed development. The impact on these assets however does require 
detailed consideration.

Finally, the proposed site is near to the river Lydden and the flood zones of this 
river have not been excluded from the scope of development. The surrounding 
area is prone to groundwater flooding. It will be essential that the runoff from the 
structures on site does not increase the rate of runoff from the site and thereby 
pose a greater risk to flooding. The environmental impact of such development 
requires detailed assessment. 

For the reasons detailed above, it is the Council's opinion that the proposed 
development described in your screening request is EIA development within the 
meaning of the 2017 Regulations.  Therefore any application for planning 
permission in respect of this proposal would need to include an Environmental 
Statement that is compliant with Regulation 2(1) of the 2017 Regulations.

I consider that an Environmental Statement is required to be submitted with any 
Planning application for the proposed works on the above site.

Yours faithfully

Mike Garrity
Nominated Officer


