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6.1 Introduction
1.

This Chapter assesses the landscape and visual effects of the Proposed Development. In
particular, it considers the potential effects of the proposed renewable energy development on
existing landscape character, and the visual impacts of the Proposed Development on the local
landscape and the landscape of the Dorset Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). This
Chapter updates the original LVIA submitted with the March 2021 planning application
(P/FUL/2021/01018). This Chapter has been prepared as a straight replacement to the original
ES Chapter 6 LVIA. The key updated parts of the Chapter comprise:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Updated LVIA methodology;
Supplementary details on existing local views towards the Site and the existing
character of the Site and the local landscape;
Supplementary details on existing views to/from the Site and the Dorset AONB and the
existing landscape character of the Dorset AONB;
Updated landscape and visual receptor sensitivities;
Supplementary details on the magnitude of landscape and visual effects;
Updated assessment of the significance of landscape and visual effects; and
Updated summary and conclusions.

2.

For ease of reference, the key updated parts of this Chapter have been highlighted in yellow. To
ensure full transparency, a tracked changes copy of the original ES Chapter is contained in
Appendix 6.9 which shows all of the additional text which has been updated or added in pink,
with the original ES Chapter text shown in black. To aid legibility, text deleted from the original
ES Chapter has not been included in the tracked changes copy of this Chapter.

3.

This Chapter describes the methods used to assess the landscape and visual effects; the extant
baseline landscape conditions related to the Site and surroundings; the potential direct and
indirect effects of the development arising from changes to landscape character and visual
amenity; the mitigation measures required to prevent, reduce, or offset the effects; and the
operational residual effects.

4.

This Chapter is supported by the technical appendices as listed in the contents page.

5.

In addition to this a Glint and Glare Impact Assessment has been undertaken (see Document
Ref: R014) which has also informed the assessment.

6.

The Chapter was originally written by Tyler Grange Group Ltd (TG) for the planning application
for the Proposed Development submitted in March 2021 (P/FUL/2021/01018). Following the
submission of the planning application, Landscape Visual Ltd (LV) was appointed by Aardvark EM
Ltd to provide post-submission advice on landscape and visual matters, and to provide
supplementary information (in a tracked changes copy of the submitted Chapter 6) in response
to the Dorset Council (DC) and Dorset AONB landscape officers’ consultation responses (see
Section 6.3). The update to Chapter 6 has also had the benefit of being informed by
representations made on the application, including those made by ‘Save Hardy’s Vale’ dated 5th
June 2021.

7.

In taking over the authorship of Chapter 6 from TG, LV has updated Section 6.5 to reflect its inhouse LVIA assessment methodology. This update in methodology also reflects the latest
technical guidance note from the Landscape Institute (LI) on Assessing Landscape Value Outside
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National Designations1, and the latest National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)2. The updated
assessment methodology is accompanied by an associated update to Environmental Statement
Appendices 6.1, 6.2 and 6.3 and other relevant sections of Chapter 6, such as Tables 6.1 and
6.2.
The Proposed Development
8.

The Proposed Development comprises the construction, operation, management and
decommissioning of a solar farm for a temporary period of 35 years from the date of the first
exportation of electricity from the Site.

9.

The Site is c.77 ha in size. It consists of 11 small-to-medium-sized rectilinear agricultural fields
defined by post and wire fencing, mature hedgerow boundaries with hedgerow trees and
vegetated water channels/ tributaries.

10.

The Site is situated in North Dorset between the villages of Pulham (to the west) and Hazelbury
Bryan (to the east). The Site lies within the jurisdiction of DC and lies approximately 1.25 km (at
its closest) from the boundary of the Dorset AONB. North Dairy Farm is accessed off Cannings
Court Lane via a tarred lane that also provides access to Orange Nook and Glebe Farm. The
B3143 lies approximately 0.7 km to the north of the Site.

11.

The Site lies within the undulating lowland clay vale known as the Blackmore Vale which is
characterised by hedged fields with an abundance of hedgerow trees and small woodland
blocks. The landscape is crossed by field boundary ditches, streams and rivers with agricultural
land that is often waterlogged. The River Lydden cuts through North Dairy Farm flowing to the
northeast, eventually joining the River Stour.

12.

Settlements tend to be on the higher-lying sandstone and limestone ridges above the
floodplains. To the west of the Site lies the linear village of Pulham, ‘homestead by the pools or
streams’ with its church and the Old Rectory located to the north-west of North Dairy Farm.
Surrounding the farm are numerous farmsteads, the closest of which is Glebe Farm and Orange
Nook cottage to the west. Other farmsteads include Cannings Court to the south, Parsonage
Farm, Fir Tree Farm, Dairy House Farm, Boywood Farm and Povert Bridge Farm to the east as
well as Manor Farm, East Pulham Farm and Grange Farm to the north.

1 Landscape Institute (2021), Technical Guidance Note: 02/21, Assessing Landscape Value Outside
National Designations.
2 Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government (2021), National Planning Policy Framework.
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13.

The Site forms part of a mixed agricultural landscape that includes both pastoral and arable land
use. Agricultural activities bring continuous change to the landscape through the seasons as
crops are grown, and annually as their use is rotated.

Inset Plan 1: Location and Context
14.

The Site is not allocated within the Local Plan and does not have any landscape designations
associated with it. However, the Site does lie within the setting of Dorset AONB and therefore
the impact on the AONB is considered in the assessment.

15.

A Public Right of Way (PRoW) crosses through the southern fields of the Site and there are
several other PRoWs in close proximity of the Site, which are considered in the assessment. A
series of wooden pylons and high-voltage power lines extends across the east and the north of
the Site and across the wider local landscape to the west-north-west and the east-south-east of
the Site.
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6.2 Legislation, Policy, Guidance and Standards
16.

This section should be read in conjunction with Figure 6.1 and Figure 107.
Draft Overarching National Policy Statement for Energy (EN-1)

17.

Draft EN-1 states that the draft National Policy Statements (NPSs) are capable of being
important and relevant considerations in the decision-making process. As the Proposed
Development is just under the 50 MW threshold for nationally significant infrastructure projects
(NSIPs), the energy NPSs are clearly a material consideration when determining the Application.

18.

In terms of good design for energy infrastructure, Draft EN-1 makes clear that good design goes
beyond visual appearance and landscape fit. It states ‘The functionality of an object - be it a
building or other type of infrastructure - including fitness for purpose and sustainability, is
equally important. Applying “good design” to energy projects should produce sustainable
infrastructure sensitive to place, efficient in the use of natural resources and energy used in their
construction and operation, matched by an appearance that demonstrates good aesthetic as far
as possible. It is acknowledged, however that the nature of much energy infrastructure
development will often limit the extent to which it can contribute to the enhancement of the
quality of the area.’
National Planning Policy Framework (July 2021)

19.

In section 12 of the NPPF, ‘Achieving well-designed places’, paragraph 130 sets out policies and
decisions for achieving well-designed places, ensuring that developments:
‘a) will function well and add to the overall quality of the area, not just for the short term but
over the lifetime of the development;
b) are visually attractive as a result of good architecture, layout and appropriate and effective
landscaping;
c) are sympathetic to local character and history, including the surrounding built environment
and landscape setting, while not preventing or discouraging appropriate innovation or change
(such as increased densities);
d) establish or maintain a strong sense of place, using the arrangement of streets, spaces,
building types and materials to create attractive, welcoming and distinctive places to live, work
and visit;
e) optimise the potential of the site to accommodate and sustain an appropriate amount and
mix of development (including green and other public space) and support local facilities and
transport networks; and
f) create places that are safe, inclusive and accessible and which promote health and well-being,
with a high standard of amenity for existing and future users49; and where crime and disorder,
and the fear of crime, do not undermine the quality of life or community cohesion and resilience.’

20.

In section 15, ‘Conserving and enhancing the natural environment’, paragraph 174 sets out that:
‘Planning policies and decisions should contribute to and enhance the natural and local
environment by:
a) protecting and enhancing valued landscapes, sites of biodiversity or geological value and soils
(in a manner commensurate with their statutory status or identified quality in the development
plan);
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b) recognising the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside, and the wider benefits from
natural capital and ecosystem services – including the economic and other benefits of the best
and most versatile agricultural land, and of trees and woodland;…’
21.

Paragraph 175 states:
‘Plans should: distinguish between the hierarchy of international, national and locally designated
sites; allocate land with the least environmental or amenity value, where consistent with other
policies in this Framework; take a strategic approach to maintaining and enhancing networks of
habitats and green infrastructure; and plan for the enhancement of natural capital at a
catchment or landscape scale across local authority boundaries.’

22.

In relation to designated landscapes, paragraphs 176 states:
‘Great weight should be given to conserving and enhancing landscape and scenic beauty in
National Parks, the Broads and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty which have the highest
status of protection in relation to these issues. The conservation and enhancement of wildlife
and cultural heritage are also important considerations in these areas, and should be given great
weight in National Parks and the Broads . The scale and extent of development within all these
designated areas should be limited, while development within their setting should be sensitively
located and designed to avoid or minimise adverse impacts on the designated areas.’

23.

Paragraph 177 goes on to state:
‘When considering applications for development within National Parks, the Broads and Areas of
Outstanding Natural Beauty, permission should be refused for major development other than in
exceptional circumstances, and where it can be demonstrated that the development is in the
public interest. Consideration of such applications should include an assessment of:
a) the need for the development, including in terms of any national considerations, and the
impact of permitting it, or refusing it, upon the local economy;
b) the cost of, and scope for, developing outside the designated area, or meeting the need for it
in some other way; and
c) any detrimental effect on the environment, the landscape and recreational opportunities, and
the extent to which that could be moderated.’

24.

Within Section 15 of the NPPF, the section ‘Habitats and biodiversity’, with regard to habitats
and biodiversity paragraph 179(b) states:
‘b) promote the conservation, restoration and enhancement of priority habitats, ecological
networks and the protection and recovery of priority species; and identify and pursue
opportunities for securing measurable net gains for biodiversity.’
National Planning Practice Guidance

25.

Those categories of National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG) that are of particular relevance
to landscape and visual matters are set out below.
Design

26.

The NPPG states that well-designed places can be achieved by taking a proactive and
collaborative approach at all stages of the planning process. The guidance sets out processes
and tools that can be used through the planning system. The guidance is to be read alongside
the National Design Guide with landscape forming an integral part of the design process.
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27.

The following text summarises the planning policies relevant to landscape and visual issues, as
well as adopted Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs) and other published guidance and
studies that are of particular relevance.
Natural Environment

28.

The NPPG makes reference to the NPPF, stating: ‘it is clear that plans should recognise the
intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside, and that strategic policies should provide for
the conservation and enhancement of landscapes’ (Paragraph: 036 Reference ID: 8-03620190721).

29.

It is therefore emphasised that the cumulative impacts of development on the landscape need
to be considered carefully, whereby proposals should, ‘avoid adverse impacts on landscapes and
set out necessary mitigation measures, such as appropriate design principles and visual
screening, where necessary. The cumulative impacts of development on the landscape need to
be considered carefully.’ (Paragraph: 036 Reference ID: 8-036-20190721).
Renewable and low carbon energy

30.

The NPPG acknowledges that the ‘deployment of large-scale solar farms can have a negative
impact on the rural environment, particularly in undulating landscapes. However, the visual
impact of a well-planned and well-screened solar farm can be properly addressed within the
landscape if planned sensitively.’

31.

It goes on to state that a local planning authority will need to consider the following factors
relevant to the Site:
•

‘where a proposal involves greenfield land, whether
•

the proposed use of any agricultural land has been shown to be necessary
and poorer quality land has been used in preference to higher quality land;
and

•

the proposal allows for continued agricultural use where applicable and/or
encourages biodiversity improvements around arrays.

•

that solar farms are normally temporary structures and planning conditions can be used
to ensure that the installations are removed when no longer in use and the land is
restored to its previous use;

•

the proposal’s visual impact, the effect on landscape of glint and glare and on
neighbouring uses and aircraft safety;

•

the extent to which there may be additional impacts if solar arrays follow the daily
movement of the sun;

•

the need for, and impact of, security measures such as lights and fencing;

•

great care should be taken to ensure heritage assets are conserved in a manner
appropriate to their significance, including the impact of proposals on views important to
their setting. As the significance of a heritage asset derives not only from its physical
presence, but also from its setting, careful consideration should be given to the impact of
large scale solar farms on such assets. Depending on their scale, design and prominence,
a large scale solar farm within the setting of a heritage asset may cause substantial
harm to the significance of the asset;

•

the potential to mitigate landscape and visual impacts through, for example, screening
with native hedges;
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•

The approach to assessing cumulative landscape and visual impact of large scale solar
farms is likely to be the same as assessing the impact of wind turbines. However, in the
case of ground-mounted solar panels it should be noted that with effective screening and
appropriate land topography the area of a zone of visual influence could be zero.’
(Paragraph: 013 Reference ID: 5-013-20150327)

Green Infrastructure
32.

The NPPG highlights the multifaceted benefits provided through the provision of Green
Infrastructure, including but not limited to, ‘enhanced wellbeing, outdoor recreation and access,
enhanced biodiversity and landscapes, urban cooling, and the management of flood
risk’ (Paragraph: 005 Reference ID: 8-005-20190721, Revision date: 21 July 2019).

33.

Moreover, the NPPG recognises how green infrastructure exists within a wider landscape
context and can thus be used to reinforce and enhance local landscape character and contribute
to a sense of place.
Local Planning Context

34.

The Site falls within DC, which includes the former North Dorset District Council (NDDC). Whilst
the new Local Plan is being progressed the policies set out within the North Dorset Local Plan
Part 1 (adopted 2016), as well as those retained from the District-Wide Local Plan (adopted
2003) still apply.

35.

The Site is located within a rural area, which is not covered by a Neighbourhood Plan. The
closest Neighbourhood Plan Areas are Buckland Newton, which states that Policy COM11 of the
Local Plan offers an appropriate way forward for planning renewable energy and Hazelbury
Bryan, which does not refer to renewable energy developments.

36.

The following text summarises the planning policies relevant to landscape and visual issues, as
well as adopted SPDs and other published guidance and studies that are of particular relevance.
North Dorset Local Plan Part 1 2011 - 2031 (LPP1)

37.

The North Dorset Local Plan consists of two parts. Part 1 sets out the strategic planning policies
for North Dorset. Part 2, which would have reviewed land allocations and settlement boundaries
has not been undertaken at this stage.

38.

The planning policies relevant to the landscape and visual aspects and context of the Site are set
out below.
Policy 2: Core Spatial Strategy

39.

The Policy states that all development proposals should be located in accordance with the
spatial strategy for North Dorset. The Site falls outside of the four main towns and therefore is
considered to be part of the countryside. As such the policy states that ‘… the remainder of the
District will be subject to countryside policies where development will be strictly controlled unless
it is required to enable essential rural needs to be met.’
Policy 3: Climate Change

40.

The Local Plan sets out North Dorset’s commitment to the delivery of renewable and low carbon
energy targets set by national policy and states that the council will encourage appropriate
schemes. It states that ‘whilst encouraging schemes, adverse impacts including cumulative
landscape and visual impacts, will need to be satisfactorily addressed. Some renewable or low
carbon energy developments may be large-scale and may require a countryside location; others
may be incorporated into other development proposals.’
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Policy 4: The Natural Environment
41.

Policy 4 highlights the fact that almost 40% of the District is designated as an AONB and as such
is highly valued. This places an emphasis on the protection of environmental assets within the
landscape as well as the protection of the visual quality and character of the District’s landscape.

42.

Therefore Policy 4 states that:
‘The natural environment of North Dorset and the ecosystem services it supports will be
enhanced through the protection of environmental assets and the establishment of a coherent
ecological network of designated sites and steppingstone sites linked via corridor features.
Where development takes place, buffers should be provided to environmental assets to improve
their biodiversity value and facilitate adaptation to climate change. Where opportunities exist,
new habitats should be created to enhance this network further.
Developments that offer gains in biodiversity whether through the restoration of habitats or the
creation of linkages between existing sites, will be looked upon favourably in the decision-making
process.
Developments are expected to respect the natural environment including the designated sites,
valued landscapes and other features that make it special. Developments should be shaped by
the natural environment so that the benefits it provides are enhanced and not degraded.
Development proposals which seek to conserve or enhance the natural environment should be
permitted unless significant adverse social or environmental impacts are likely to arise as a result
of the proposal.’
Landscape Character
‘The landscape character of the District will be protected through retention of the features that
characterise the area. Where significant impact is likely to arise as a result of a development
proposal, developers will be required to clearly demonstrate that that the impact on the
landscape has been mitigated and that important landscape features have been incorporated in
to the development scheme.’
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)
‘Within the areas designated as AONB and their setting, development will be managed in a way
that conserves and enhances the natural beauty of the area. Proposals which would harm the
natural beauty of the AONBs will not be permitted unless it is clearly in the public interest to do
so. In such instances, effective mitigation should form an integral part of the development
proposals. Developers will be expected to demonstrate how they have had regard to the
objectives of the relevant AONB management plan for the area.’
Policy 20: The Countryside

43.

Policy 20 reiterates Policy 2 stating that:
‘Development in the countryside outside defined settlement boundaries will only be permitted if:
• it is of a type appropriate in the countryside, as set out in the relevant policies of the Local
Plan, summarised in Figure 8.5’

44.

That is, Policies 3 and 22 are the relevant policies related to renewable energy schemes.
Policy 22: Renewable and Low Carbon Energy

45.

NDDC has undertaken a Landscape Sensitivity Assessment (Landscape Sensitivity to Wind and
Solar Energy Developments in North Dorset District (LUC, April 2014)), which identifies the
potential effects of wind and solar energy developments on the landscape character of North
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Dorset and evaluates their potential to accommodate renewable energy developments. This
informs Policy 22, which states the following:
46.

Assessing Benefits against Impacts:
‘When considering proposals for heat or electricity generation from renewable or low carbon
sources, the social, economic and environmental benefits of the scheme should be assessed
against the likely impacts. A proposal for generating heat or electricity from renewable or low
carbon sources (excluding wind energy development) will be permitted provided it can be
demonstrated that:
•

both individually and cumulatively, all adverse impacts arising from the proposal
have been satisfactorily assessed; and

•

the proposal has maximised the potential to mitigate any adverse impacts that have
been identified; and

•

the actual benefits that the scheme will deliver outweigh the adverse impacts that
remain.’

Impacts:
‘Potential adverse environmental impacts (together with measures to mitigate such impacts)
that will be assessed in relation to any proposal include: visual impact; and impacts on
biodiversity, the landscape, the historic environment including designated and non-designated
heritage assets, the water environment and agricultural land. In addition, in assessing the
adequacy of mitigation measures in relation to a proposal it will be expected that:
•

the proposal’s location has been identified having regard to sites that make best use
of existing transport infrastructure and the minimisation of traffic movements whilst
providing safe access; and

•

any issues of noise and vibration or interference to radar or any communication
systems including televisions can be fully overcome; and

•

early meaningful consultation has been undertaken with people in the locality that
might be adversely affected by the proposal and clear regard has been had to the
responses received; and

•

the proposal incorporates an agreed restoration scheme including measures to
remove installations when operations cease.’

Benefits:
‘Potential benefits that will be assessed in relation to any proposal include:
•

the amount of heat or electricity that is likely to be generated from the proposed
renewable or low carbon energy development and the consequential reduction in
greenhouse gas emissions; and

local community benefits, including jobs, investment in the local economy, community
ownership or shareholding of a scheme and local provision of renewable and low carbon
energy, for example, through a district heating network.’
North Dorset District-Wide Local Plan
Policy 1.12: River Valleys
47.

The Site is located adjacent to the Chalk River Valley Landscape Character Area (LCA). However,
the policy states that:
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‘Development will not be permitted within the River Valley areas that are defined on the
Proposal Maps where:
(i). the water quality of the river would be adversely affected by effluent pollution from
the development.
(ii). the wildlife and their habitats, the vegetation and the landscape of the river valleys
would be adversely affected by the development.’
Policy 1.33: Landscape Character
Areas
48.

The Policy states:
‘Within each of the Landscape
Character Areas, defined on the
Proposals Map, development should
be situated and designed so as to
integrate with the distinctive
landscape character of the area.
This will be particularly important
within the designated Areas of
Outstanding Natural Beauty and the
Environmentally Sensitive Area.’

Inset Plan 2: Extract from the North Dorset District-Wide Local
Plan 2003 – Sheet 16 of the Proposals Map (Site boundary
added in red)
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Local Plan Evidence Base Reports
Landscape Sensitivity to Wind and Solar Energy Development in North Dorset District (LUC, April
2014)
49.

The report classifies the sensitivity of the landscape to solar development by Landscape
Character Types (LCTs) and Landscape Character Areas (LCAs). It further classifies the sensitivity
of the landscape to size of development, namely <1 ha; 1-10 ha; 10-30 ha; and >30 ha.

50.

The assessment defines landscape sensitivity as, ‘the extent to which the character and quality
of the landscape is susceptible to change as a result of field-scale solar PV development.’

51.

Table 4 states that high landscape sensitivity is achieved when, ‘Key characteristics and qualities
of the landscape are highly vulnerable to change from the development type. Such development
is likely to result in a significant change in character.’

52.

Section 6 of the sensitivity assessment includes Table 7 that sets out the criteria for assessment
of landscape sensitivity to solar photovoltaic (PV) development. Table 7 identifies landscape
characteristics which could potentially be affected by solar PV development, and gives examples
of physical landscape elements which, by exhibiting these characteristics, might suggest a
greater susceptibility to character change.

53.

The Site is located within the South Blackmore Rolling Vales and Blackmore Vale LCAs – see
Figure 6.5 and Figure 109. The South Blackmore Rolling Vales LCA is classified as having a high
landscape sensitivity to solar developments of >30 ha:
‘Sensitivity to larger solar PV developments will be high in this undulating landscape with
irregular field boundaries. Smaller developments could potentially be effectively screened but
sensitivity could be higher where:

54.

•

Location is on an exposed or significantly undulating slope, particularly if it is visible in the
same context as more distinctive parts of the chalk escarpment, such as near Shillingstone
(Hod Hill) and Stoke Wake (White Hill and Bulbarrow Hill);

•

Location detracts from the green, patchwork character of the landscape, as observed from
elevated viewpoints (particularly those in AONB settings).’

The Blackmore Vale LCA is also classified as having a high landscape sensitivity to solar
development of >30 ha:
‘The Clay Vale has a largely homogeneous rural character with a very human scale which would
be sensitive to large scale modern development, but there are locations where screening by trees
and woodland blocks will prevent solar PV development from being highly intrusive. The size of
the area is such that its character can be considered fairly robust, but there are visual
sensitivities relating to elevated viewpoints in AONBs.
Sensitivity could be higher where:
•
Location is prominent within long views either within the LCA (which may be identified in
Parish Action Plans, Village Design Statements or other Settlement Appraisals) or into it from
prominent AONB viewpoints (e.g. Hambledon Hill);
•

Fields shapes are irregular and/or small;

•

Land use in the vicinity is uniformly pastoral;

•

There are no woodland blocks or well treed field boundaries to screen views.’
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55.

It should be noted that the vast majority of North Dorset has been classified as having a high
landscape sensitivity to solar developments of >30 ha and that the assessment was carried out
at a district level rather than a site-specific level.

56.

Using Table 7 from the sensitivity assessment (see Appendix 6.3) the susceptibility of the
landscape of the Site will be assessed at a site-specific scale in Section 6.8 of this Chapter
against the following criteria:
•

‘Scale and Complexity of Landform;

•

Scale and Complexity of Land Use and Field Pattern;

•

Visual Exposure; and

•

Development and Activity.’

57.

Section 11 of the sensitivity assessment outlines generic Solar PV Energy Development
Guidelines that recognise the importance of site-specific assessment required to ‘identify the
extent to which the typical characteristics identified in published assessments apply to the site in
question.’

58.

Section 11 also states that: ‘The size of a solar farm is the major factor that will affect the
landscape sensitivity of a Proposed Development, but the arrangement of panel arrays and
ancillary elements can also have a significant impact, particularly in a relatively undeveloped
location or where a site is overlooked by higher ground.’

59.

As set out in this section site design is a key consideration in reducing the impact as a first
principle and one that has been considered in the site layout.
Other Relevant Policies and Designations
Dorset Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty

60.

The Site is not located within the Dorset AONB but does lie within its setting. It lies, at its closest,
approximately 1.3 km (Stivvicks Bridge) north of the AONB. The Dorset AONB Management Plan
2019-2024 states that one of the special qualities of the AONB is that the ridgetops and
escarpments, ‘allow the observer uninterrupted panoramic views to appreciate the complex
pattern and textures of the surrounding landscapes.’

61.

The Site is located low within views and forms a very small part of the wide panoramic views
gained from the higher-lying vantage points. During the early stages of design the Site was set
out to reduce visibility of the panels from within the AONB and to limit instances where it is
visible when looking into the AONB from publicly accessible vantage points. In so doing the
extent of changes to the special qualities of the Dorset AONB are on the whole, localised to the
Site and its immediate context.

62.

In addition to this the Proposed Development aimed to restore lost hedgerow field boundaries
that would be retained after decommissioning and enhance retained hedgerows through infill
planting and improved management. In so doing part of the lost historic field pattern would be
restored and contribute towards a long-term enhancement of the landscape structure on site.

63.

This approach has been informed by the following relevant policies:
Policy C1: The AONB and its setting is conserved and enhanced by good planning and
development;
‘h. The landward and seaward setting of the AONB will be planned and managed in a manner
that conserves and enhances the character and appearance of the AONB. Views into and out of
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the AONB and nonvisual effects, such as noise and wider environmental impacts, will be
appropriately assessed.’
Policy C2: Landscape assessment & monitoring is effective and supports good decision making;
‘d. The key test of a proposal against the statutory purpose of the AONB will be its ability to
demonstrate that the proposed change would conserve and enhance landscape and scenic
beauty.
e. The conservation and enhancement of the AONB’s special qualities will be a significant
consideration in the planning balance.
f. Proposals that are harmful to the character and appearance of the area will not be permitted
unless there are benefits that clearly outweigh the significant protection afforded to the
conservation and enhancement of the AONB. Where impacts cannot be mitigated, planning gain
and compensatory measures will be considered.’
Policy C3: Necessary development is supported
‘f. Support renewable energy production where compatible with the objectives of AONB
designation.’
Policy C4: Development which has negative effects on the Natural beauty of the AONB, its
special qualities, ecosystem flows and natural processes is avoided
‘c. Protect and where possible enhance the quality of views into, within and out of the AONB.’
Conservation Areas
64.

There are 48 Conservation Areas (CAs) within North Dorset. The Site is not located within a
Conservation Area. The closest CAs are Hazelbury Bryan (0.7 km at the closest point) and
Mappowder (1.3 km at the closest point). The impact on the setting of these CAs will be
assessed separately by the Heritage Consultant and will not be included within this Chapter.
Listed Buildings

65.

There are no listed buildings within the Site. There are 4 listed buildings located within 1 km of
the Site boundary to the north and several others within the Hazelbury Bryan CA to the east.
The impact on the setting of these listed buildings (if relevant to their status) will be assessed
separately by the Heritage Consultant and will not be included within this Chapter.
Public Rights of Way

66.

There are a number of PRoWs in close proximity to the Site (N49/4; N46/19; N46/21; N46/28) as
well as one crossing through the Site (N46/20). The Proposed Development would not alter the
right of access but may alter the visual amenity. See Figure 6.1 and Figure 107 for locations of
the PRoWs located within the study area of the Site.
Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs)

67.

The whole Site is currently covered by a TPO (Ref: TPO/2021/003), which includes all trees
within the Site boundary (see Appendix 6.4b). The Site layout avoids disturbance to existing
trees on the Site and retains all in-field trees and hedgerow trees where possible.
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6.3 Consultation
68.

Pre-application consultation was sought with DC in early 2020 and included a preliminary
Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA). The response in July 2020 identified Local Plan
Policies 1, 3, 4, 5, 20 and Policy 22: Renewable and Low Carbon Energy as being relevant to the
application. On matters related to landscape and visual impact it stated that, ‘…the conclusions
of your consultant are noted. The Site is not covered by any national, regional or local level
landscape designation. Nonetheless, as mentioned above, I have some concern with the setting
of heritage assets particularly Hazelbury Bryan CA. I also have some concern with the impact to
neighbouring residents and users of PRoW. However, I accept that these could be mitigated to
some degree. Notwithstanding heritage assets, the impact within the wider landscape would
likely result in a minor, adverse impacts.’

69.

In September 2020 EIA Screening Opinion was sought. On the requirement for Cumulative
Impact Assessment, it stated that there are no other large-scale solar developments in the area
which require consideration of cumulative impact. The summary opinion stated the following in
regard to landscape and visual matters:
‘The key considerations to development in this location would include localised landscape
impact, wider landscape impact on the AONB, impact on residential amenity, transport
issues, drainage issues and impact on river flooding, impact on habitat, biodiversity and
protected species as well as heritage impacts.
The planning constraints to the development include the Dorset AONB which is located as
close as approximately 2km to the south east of the Site. The Site is 90m from the river
Lydden with areas of the Site liable to flooding and it is noted that these areas in the flood
zones 2 and 3. The Site is also located within the impact risk zone for the Holnest Site of
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) / Special Area of Conservation (SAC), a site designated for its
internationally important populations of Great Crested Newts (GCN).
It is the opinion of the Council having taken into account the selection criteria in Schedule 3
to the 2017 Regulations and having considered the surrounding constraints that the
development is likely to give rise to significant effects on the environment, because of its
nature, size and location. The small undulations in the landscape would give rise to localised
views of the development from public rights of way and nearby villages which need to be
considered.
The development would also be highly visible in panoramic views from the Dorset AONB
located to the south and south east of the Site which includes Dungeon Hill Scheduled
Ancient Monument. The development is likely to result in a marked change to a significant
area of the Blackmore Vale landscape when viewed from high viewpoints in the AONB. The
visual impact is likely to be significant given the scale of development. The significance of
these views needs to be assessed in detail particularly as much of the area to the south is
designated an AONB and is an important area of outdoor recreation and would warrant full
consideration within an Environmental Statement.’

70.

Consultation with the local Parish Councils of Mappowder, Pulham and Hazelbury Bryan have
also been undertaken. In response to request from Hazelbury Bryan Parish Council two
additional viewpoints were analysed. These included Viewpoint 21 from Hazelbury Bryan
Cemetery and Viewpoint 22 which is representative of the views from the properties on the
edge of Silly Hill. The photo was taken from the raised verge on Silly Hill Lane where there was a
glimpsed view through the driveway to Hoggetts House. The additional photographs were taken
from publicly accessible areas rather than from private properties. Additional tree planting to
assist in filtering views of the Site has also been incorporated into the design.
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71.

Following the submission of the planning application for the Proposed Development in March
2020 (planning application P/FUL/2021/01018), a consultation response and objection was
received from DC’s landscape officer dated 04/06/21 and a consultation response (including a
request for further information) was received from the Dorset AONB landscape officer dated
26/05/21 (see Appendix 6.7).

72.

Following emails sent to the AONB and DC landscape officers dated 05/07/2021 and 16/09/21
and a Microsoft Teams call with these landscape officers 15/09/21, the following scope of
additional work to be undertaken to supplement the existing assessment of landscape and
visual effects for the Proposed Development was agreed:
• Providing further details regarding the assessment of landscape value, landscape
susceptibility and landscape sensitivity for the Site itself and also the South Blackmore
Rolling Vales and Blackmore Vale LCAs.
• Providing two additional viewpoints on Footpath N49/11 to illustrate views seen from the
wider landscape to the north towards the Site and the AONB (viewpoints I and J, Figures
106a and 106b).
• Providing an additional viewpoint on Bridleway S10/18 to illustrate views seen from the
local landscape to the south-west of the Site (viewpoint H, Figures 106a and 106b), and to
provide further details on the indirect landscape effects on the South Blackmore Rolling
Vales LCA.
• Updating the visual baseline to include visual receptors south-west of the Site.
• Provide further detail on long-term visual effects in relation to the proposed landscape
mitigation planting (including any reductions in visual effects that would arise if further
additional landscape mitigation planting is included in the Landscape and Ecological
Enhancement Plan (LEEP – see Document Ref: R002 Application Drawing Pack)).
• Provide additional commentary on the scale and extent of views seen towards the
Proposed Development from the wider landscape to the east of the Site.
• Provide further detail regarding the scale and extent of indirect landscape effects on the
immediate context of the Site/local landscape character.
• Provide further detail regarding the scale and extent of indirect landscape effects on the
wider landscape surrounding the Site in relation to District LCTs and LCAs.
• Undertaking further detailed site work to determine the actual likely visibility of the
proposed Solar Park (the Proposed Development) from the landscape of the AONB across
an extended area up to 8 km from the Site.
• Providing supplementary details about the different scales of visual effect which would be
seen from different parts of the AONB, and the extent of the landscape within the AONB
from which these different scales of effect would be seen.
• Providing supplementary details about the overall magnitude of effect for visual receptor
groups (in relationship to their sensitivity and inherent susceptibility).
• Providing additional details regarding the overall magnitude of indirect landscape effect on
the Rolling Vales, Chalk Ridge/Escarpment, Chalk River Valley Floor, and Chalk Valley &
Downland LCAs within the AONB.
• Reviewing and providing supplementary details for the assessment of views towards the
AONB seen from the wider landscape to the north and the east of the Site.
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• Providing supplementary details about the effect of the Proposed Development on the
landscape of the AONB as a whole, with particular regard to its special qualities and its
setting.
73.

The following further detailed site work, a study area of a 6 km radius from the Site for the
landscape within the Dorset AONB was suggested. The following additional representative
viewpoints were also suggested, and subsequently agreed with the AONB and DC landscape
officers via an email exchange on 05/10/2021 and 14/10/2021 (see Figures 104a and 104b and
Figures 106a and 106b):

Table 6.1: Additional Representative Viewpoints
Viewpoint Description

Grid Reference

Direction and
Distance from Site

Rationale for inclusion

Viewpoint A
Footpath S10/27, Knoll Hill,
east of Buckland Newton

370471, 104860

3.3 km to the southwest

A mid-slope view from within the Chalk Valley & Downland LCA
representing views seen from the AONB to the south-west of the
Site.

Viewpoint B
Bridleway S36/9, Ball Hill

372002, 103904

3.5 km to the south

A mid-slope view on the boundary between the Chalk Valley &
Downland and Chalk Ridge/Escarpment LCAs representing views
seen from the AONB to the south of the Site.

Viewpoint C
374527, 103157
Bridleway S30/6, Dorsetshire
Gap

4.6 km to the south

A ridge-top view on the boundary between the Chalk Valley &
Downland and Chalk Ridge/Escarpment LCAs representing views
seen from the AONB to the south of the Site.

Viewpoint D
Footpath N52/6, White Hill,
Stoke Wake

376002, 106372

3.1 km to the southeast

A mid-slope view from within the Rolling Vales LCA representing
views seen from the AONB to the south-east of the Site.

Viewpoint E
379095, 107054
Bulbarrow Road, Ibberton Hill

5.8 km to the southeast

An upper slope view on the boundary between the Chalk Valley &
Downland and Chalk Ridge/Escarpment LCAs representing views
seen from the AONB to the south-east of the Site.

Viewpoint F
377185, 105906
Open Access Land, Bulburrow
Hill

4.4 km to the southeast

An upper slope view from within the Chalk Ridge/Escarpment LCA
representing elevated views seen from the AONB to the south-east
of the Site.

Viewpoint G
Bridleway S36/2, Lyscombe
Hill

373083, 102561

4.8 km to the south

An upper slope view from within the Chalk Ridge/Escarpment LCA
representing views seen from the AONB to the south of the Site.

Viewpoint H
Bridleway S10/18, west of
Short Wood

372293, 106752

0.65 km to the south- A mid-slope view from within the Rolling Vale LCT representing views
west
seen from the south-west of the Site.

Viewpoint I
373003, 108928
Footpath N49/11, south-west
of Old Boywood Farm

0.1 km to the north

A lower valley slope view from within the Clay Vale LCT representing
views seen from the north of the Site.

Viewpoint J
372575, 109343
Footpath N49/11, south-east
of Manor Farm

0.7 km to the north

An upper slope view on the boundary between the Clay Vale and
Rolling Vale LCTs representing elevated views seen from the north of
the Site.

74.

The production of the following additional plans and figures to support the supplementary work
was also agreed via the email exchange with the AONB and DC landscape officers on
05/10/2021 and 14/10/2021:
• Winter photography of viewpoints 105.A to 105.G within the AONB, and for viewpoints
105.H to 105.J suggested to the north and south-west of the Site (on Footpath N49/11 and
Bridleway S10/18) to be photographed from mid-November 2021 onwards (see Figures
105a to 105j).
• Revising viewpoint photographs submitted with Chapter 6 (Figure 6.7) to increase the scale
of images. It is proposed that the existing A3 viewpoint photograph sheets will be scaled to
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A2 page size (equating to a ca. 141 per cent enlargement compared to what was submitted
with planning application P/FUL/2021/010) (see Figure 6.7).
• Providing versions of the submitted photomontages at 150 per cent enlargement (as
requested by the AONB landscape officer), with further annotation regarding technical
aspects of the photographs and image size (see Appendices 6.5 and 6.6).
• Providing the photomontage methodology (Appendix 6.8).
• Revising the LVIA context plans (Tyler Grange Figures 6.1 to 6.6) to show the AONB
boundary in a consistent way (see Figures 107 to 109).
75.

Inclusion of additional photomontages for Viewpoints D and F in the AONB was discussed
through an exchange of emails with the AONB landscape officer on 18/01/2022 and
19/01/2022, and subsequently agreed during a Microsoft Teams meeting on 26/02/2022.

76.

The re-rendering of the local view photomontages submitted with the March 2021 planning
application for Viewpoints 2, 6, 8 and 17 was agreed with the DC landscape officer during the
26/02/2022 Microsoft Teams meeting.
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6.4 Parameters Used for Assessment
77.

In order to identify and describe the effects that are likely to occur it is necessary to understand
the changes that may potentially affect the landscape and visual resources specifically. The
following text therefore describes the development in those terms. This section should be read
in conjunction with Document Ref: R002 Planning Application Drawing Pack and also Document
Ref: R004 Design and Access Statement. Below is a summary of the Proposed Development
submitted with the planning application in March 2021:
• Static solar PV panels, ground mounted to a railing sub-structure. Laid out in rows with gaps
of approximately 2 to 6 m between each, arranged at an angle of ca. 22 degrees from east
to west. The lower edge of the panels would be approximately 0.8 m from the ground and
up to approximately 2.6 m at their higher edge;
• String combiner boxes for combining multiple strings of solar panels located underneath or
adjacent to the fixed tilt structures;
• 33 transformer stations distributed evenly across the solar arrays housed within green
metal containers;
• Compacted internal crushed stone tracks (constructed on a sub-layer of geogrid membrane
within RPAs) to allow vehicular access between fields;
• Fencing 2.2 m high and gates to enclose the panels within each field and allow sheep to
graze securely. These comprise of wooden deer fence poles with galvanised fencing.
Mammal Access Points are located along the fence line;
• Security and monitoring CCTV mounted on fence posts within each field. The poles would
be approximately 2.5 to 3 m high spaced at 50 m intervals along the fence;
• Underground cabling to connect the panels to the proposed substation;
• A security-fenced enclosed substation compound (for both the Developer and the
Distribution Network Operator (DNO) including associated ancillary services which will
connect to the existing overhead power line via a new pylon, the maximum height of which
would be 15 m and maximum width 10 m.
• A substation access track with a cement based top layer with a geogrid sub-base of
compacted stone (a statutory requirement of the DNO, SSE); and
• There will be no lighting within the Site at night once operational.

78.

The following landscape mitigations proposals formed part of the LEEP submitted with the
March 2021 planning application (see Appendix 6.4a):
• Existing hedgerow on south-east boundary of Field 4 and north-east boundaries of Fields 6
and 7 to be gapped up and maintained at an increased height of 2.5 to 3 m.
• New hedge and hedgerow trees planted along new fence line in Fields 6 and 7.
• New tree belts on the south-east boundary of Field 7 and the eastern boundary of Field 10.
• Existing hedge on the eastern and southern boundaries of Field 11 and the south-east
boundary of Field 12 to be maintained at 3 m, with further screening provided along the
eastern boundary of Field 11 by an additional double-staggered row of feathered trees.

79.

In the iterative design development process following the submission of the March 2021
planning application, the following amendments and additions have been made to the layout
and design of the scheme:
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• A series of swales sown with new marshland grassland have been added to the periphery of
the proposed solar arrays in Fields 6, 7, 16 and 17 and adjacent to the proposed substation
in Field 6.
• The solar array arrangement has been marginally reduced and altered, and the associated
security fence alignment revised, to accommodate the root protection areas of Trees T3,
T8, T34, T42 and T43.
• The ‘as-walked’ footpath route to the south of Fields 10 and 13 and the north of Field 11
and the legal, definitive route of Footpath N46/20 extending through the south of the Site
have both been fully accommodated by the proposed scheme.
80.

The following supplementary arboricultural and landscape mitigation measures have been
added to the LEEP following the submission of the March 2021 planning application (see
Appendix 6.4b and Document Ref: R002 Application Drawing Pack):
• Additional field tree planting in the north-east margins of Fields 6 and 7; the southern
corner of Fields 4, 6 and 7; the northern corner of Fields 9 and 17; and the northern and
southern margins of Field 18.
• Additional woodland planting in the north-east corner of Field 18 and the southern margin
of Field 13.
• The south-east boundary of Field 10 to be maintained at 3 m, with further screening
provided by an additional double-staggered row of feathered trees.
• The north-west and south-east boundary of Field 4; the north-east and north-west
boundary of Field 17; the southern boundary of Field 11; and the south-east and southwest boundaries of Field 12 to be maintained at a minimum height of 3 m and reinforced
with hedge trees (initially planted in clusters of 3 to 5 feathered trees at 5 m intervals, to be
thinned when established to leave individual trees at 6 to 8 m centres).
• Additional lengths of hedgerow proposed along the ‘as-walked’ footpath route to the south
of Fields 10 and 13 and to the north of Fields 11 and 12.
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6.5 Assessment Methodology and Significance Criteria
81.

The European Landscape Convention (ELC) defines landscape as, ‘…an area, as perceived by
people, whose character is the result of the action or interaction of natural and/or human
factors’ (Council of Europe, 2000). The ELC supports a holistic approach to landscape planning
and covers, ‘…natural, rural, urban and peri-urban areas. It includes land, inland water and
marine areas. It concerns landscapes that might be considered outstanding as well as everyday
or degraded landscapes.’

82.

LVIA considers landscape and visual effects separately as ‘related but very different
considerations’ (LI and IEMA, 2013i; paragraph 2.20):
•

Landscape assessment considers the effects of the Proposed Development on the
landscape as a resource.

•

Visual assessment considers the effects of the Proposed Development on specific
views and on the general visual amenity experienced by people.

83.

The scope of LVIA is derived from the Town and Country Planning (EIA) Regulations 2011,
Schedule 4 of which states that EIA must include: ‘A description of the likely significant effects of
the development on the environment, which should cover the direct effects and any indirect,
secondary, cumulative, short, medium and long-term, permanent and temporary, positive and
negative effects of the development…’ With respect to landscape and views, an LVIA typically
considers the direct and indirect effects of a proposal, its potential cumulative effects, considers
the changes which would arise over time, and whether those changes would be beneficial,
neutral or adverse.

84.

This study is a full LVIA and is provided as an independent and impartial assessment of the
landscape and visual effects that would arise as a result of the Proposed Development. This LVIA
considers the existing landscape, the sensitivity of landscape and visual receptors, and considers
the magnitude and significance of landscape and visual effects which could arise. The approach
followed is in line with guidance provided by the LI (GLVIA3 Statement of Clarification 1/13 1006-13).
The Nature of Landscape and Visual Effects
Direct and Indirect Effects

85.

The landscape and visual resource of an area can be affected both directly and indirectly. Visual
impacts are always direct because an object needs to be seen for a visual impact to arise.
Landscape impacts on the other hand can be either direct or indirect. Change which affects onsite physical features (i.e., vegetation, buildings and landform), or the character area in which
the Site is located, is direct, whereas an impact on the character of surrounding landscape
character areas is indirect. Indirect impacts tend to be less significant than direct ones.

86.

In general, the scope of this LVIA is:
•

Direct (primary) effects on landscape features, the character of the Site, and views;
and

•

Indirect (secondary) effects on the surrounding landscape character.

Cumulative Effects
87.

The nature of cumulative landscape and visual effects are described in detail in section 7 of LI
and IEMA (2013). As a summary, the following cumulative effects could potentially arise with
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two or more developments (terms used are from Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) (2012); pages
10/11):

88.

•

Cumulative landscape effects: where two or more projects in combination create
new landscape types (e.g. similar to large-scale afforestation). Landscape effects are
not necessarily negative and may include other pressures such as longer-term
incremental change.

•

Combined visual effects: where it is possible to see two or more projects from one
location, either in combination (in the viewer’s same field of view at any one time),
or in succession (in different fields of view from the same location).

•

Sequential visual effects: where the viewer has to move through the landscape to
see different projects.

As with landscape and visual effects, cumulative effects vary depending on the sensitivity of the
receptor and the magnitude of the change in terms of the scale, nature, duration, and frequency
of combined and sequential views (glimpses or more prolonged views; oblique, filtered or more
direct views; time separation between sequential views). Cumulative effects also vary
depending on the relative impact of each project with respect to visual amenity.
Assessment Timescales

89.

In this assessment, potential effects are considered according to the following timescales, which
allow an understanding of the changes which may occur in the landscape as a result of the
development over time, and judgements to be made about the duration and reversibility of
effects (see also the section on ‘Magnitude’ below):
•

During construction: focussing on specific construction-related landscape and visual
effects.

•

On completion: the effects when the construction phase is complete and the
operational phase of the project starts.

•

Medium-term: taken to be up to 15 years post completion: this timescale allows the
assessment to consider effects once the mitigation hedgerow vegetation proposed for
the Site has become established and has been managed to the stipulated height.

•

Long-term: taken to be 15 to 35 years post completion and for the duration of the
operational life of the Proposed Development when the mitigation tree planting has
become established and begun to mature.

Adverse, Beneficial and Neutral Effects
90.

The methodological background to whether effects are adverse, beneficial or neutral is based
on the aim for assessment work to influence a proposed development to reduce adverse
effects:
‘In reporting on the significance of the identified effects the main aim should be to draw out the
key issues and ensure that the significance of the effects and scope for reducing any
negative/adverse effects are properly understood by the public and the competent authority
before it makes its decision’ (LI and IEMA, 2013; paragraph 3.35).

91.

Whether effects should be adverse, beneficial or neutral is recognised as a ‘challenging’ aspect
of assessment (LI and IEMA, 2013; 5.37). Further methodological background is provided in
paragraphs 5.37 and 6.29 for landscape and visual effects respectively.
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‘One of the more challenging issues is deciding whether the landscape effects should be
categorised as positive or negative. It is also possible for effects to be neutral in their
consequences for the landscape. An informed professional judgement should be made about this
and the criteria used in reaching the judgement should be clearly stated. They might include, but
should not be restricted to:
• The degree to which the proposal fits with existing character;
• The contribution to the landscape that the development may make in its own right, usually
by virtue of good design, even if it is in contrast to existing character.’ (LI and IEMA, 2013;
paragraph 5.37).
‘As with landscape effects an informed professional judgement should be made as to whether
the visual effects can be described as positive or negative (or in some cases neutral) in their
consequences for views and visual amenity. This will need to be based on a judgement about
whether the changes will affect the quality of the visual experience for those groups of people
who will see the changes, given the nature of their existing views.’ (LI and IEMA, 2013; paragraph
6.29).
92.

Effects in this assessment are described as follows:
• Adverse, for example the loss of valuable landscape elements, degradation of landscape
character or loss of integrity in terms of designated landscapes.
• Beneficial, for example the removal of inappropriate or damaging landscape elements,
enhancement of key landscape elements and landscape character, or introduction of
positive landscape elements.
• Neutral effects are those which are on balance neither adverse nor beneficial. Neutral may
reflect an absence of harm. Neutral may sometimes be used as a judgement where there
are both adverse and beneficial aspects of an effect.

93.

The decision regarding whether effects are adverse, beneficial or neutral is set out in the
conclusions for effects of greater than negligible magnitude and is made using professional
judgement and separately to the determination of their magnitude.

94.

For adverse landscape or visual effects, mitigation is described or recommended (proposals for
preventing/avoiding, reducing, or offsetting or compensating for the adverse effects), or has
been recommended during previous iterations of the appraisal. Residual effects remaining after
mitigation are summarised at the end of the report.
Assessment Criteria

95.

96.

The following are the main terms used in this assessment:
•

The sensitivity of receptors (landscape or visual), which depends upon the value
attached to the landscape or view and the susceptibility to harm due to the Proposed
Development.

•

The magnitude of an effect (the change brought about by the Proposed Development),
which depends upon the scale and geographical extent of the change, and its duration
and reversibility.

•

The significance of an effect, which depends on the sensitivity of a receptor and the
magnitude of an effect.

The above are determined using a combination of quantitative (objective) and qualitative
(subjective) methods, and are assessed using professional judgement.
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Sensitivity
97.

The sensitivity of landscape receptors depends primarily upon the value attached to the
landscape and the landscape’s susceptibility to the Proposed Development.
Landscape Value

98.

‘Landscapes and their component parts may be valued at the community, local, national or
international levels… A review of existing landscape designations is usually the starting point in
understanding landscape value, but the value attached to undesignated landscapes also needs
to be carefully considered and individual elements of the landscape – such as trees, buildings or
hedgerows – may also have value’ (LI and IEMA, 2013; paragraph 5.19).

99.

The following influence landscape value as determined in this assessment (LI and IEMA, 2013i;
Box 5.1):
‘Landscape quality (condition): a measure of the physical state of the landscape. It may include
the extent to which typical character is represented in individual areas, the intactness of the
landscape and the condition of individual elements.
Scenic quality: The terms used to describe landscapes that appeal primarily to the senses
(primarily but not wholly to the visual senses).
Rarity: The presence of rare elements or features in the landscape or the presence of a rare
Landscape Character Type.
Representativeness: Whether the landscape contains a particular character and/or features or
elements which are considered particularly important examples.
Conservation interests: The presence of features of wildlife, earth science or archaeological or
historical and cultural interest can add to the value of the landscape as well as having value in
their own right.
Recreation value: Evidence that the landscape is valued for recreational activity where
experience of the landscape is important.
Perceptual aspects: A landscape may be valued for its perceptual qualities, notably wilderness
and/or tranquillity.
Associations: Some landscapes are associated with particular people, such as artists or writers,
or events in history that contribute to perceptions of the natural beauty of the area.’

100.

Technical Guidance Note (TGN) 02/21 was published by the LI in May 2021 (LI, 2021v). The TGN
refines the approach set out in Box 5.1, separating ‘Conservation Interests’ into ‘Natural
Heritage’ and ‘Cultural Heritage’, and refining the definitions of some of the other terms used.
The TGN also adds ‘Functional Value’, defined as ‘landscape which performs a clearly identifiable
and valuable function, particularly in the healthy functioning of the landscape’.

101.

Landscape value is illustrated by scale set out in Table 6.1.1 in Appendix 6.1.
Landscape Susceptibility

102.

Susceptibility can be defined as, ‘the ability of the landscape receptor (whether it be the overall
character or quality/condition of a particular landscape type or area, or an individual element
and/or feature, or a particular aesthetic or perceptual aspect) to accommodate the proposed
development without undue negative consequences for the maintenance of the baseline
situation and/or the achievement of landscape planning policies and strategies’ (LI and IEMA,
2013; paragraph 5.40).
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103.

Susceptibility of landscape areas is influenced by their characteristics and is often considered in
district or county landscape character assessments or capacity studies. For designated
landscapes, susceptibility may also relate to the special qualities for which the designation is
made. The activity and expectations of people within landscapes which are used for access or
recreation may also influence susceptibility.

104.

Individual assessment of the susceptibility of receptors is made in relation to the specific
development proposal as part of the assessment of effects. Landscape susceptibility is
determined according the scale set out in Table 6.1.2 in Appendix 6.1.
Landscape Sensitivity

105.

Table 6.1.3 in Appendix 6.1 illustrates typical judgements which might be made in assessing
landscape receptor sensitivity, which take account of landscape value and landscape
susceptibility. It should be noted that, ‘there can be complex inter-relationships between the
value attached to landscape receptors and their susceptibility to change which are especially
important when considering change within or close to designated landscapes’ (LI and IEMA,
2013; paragraph 5.46). For this reason, judgements relating to how value and susceptibility
combine to determine sensitivity are made on a case-by-case basis and explained in the
assessment as necessary.
Visual Sensitivity

106.

The sensitivity of visual receptors can depend on:

•

•

Their susceptibility to change, which is, ‘mainly a function of the occupation or activity
of people experiencing the view at particular locations and the extent to which their
attention or interest may therefore be focussed on the views and the visual amenity
they experience at particular locations’ (LI and IEMA, 2013; paragraph 6.32).

•

The value attached to the view, for example whether it appeals to locals, visitors, or
whether it is cited in books, guides and maps, or whether the view might be
recognised through planning designations or in relation to heritage designations.
For visual receptors, value and susceptibility are closely related. Individuals or groups
of receptors are assessed on a case-by-case basis and the thinking in relation to
judgements is recorded in the assessment. Table 6.1.4 in Appendix 6.1 illustrates the
typical judgements which may be made in assessing the sensitivity of visual receptors.

Magnitude
107.

The assessment considers scale, extent and duration/reversibility as key aspects of the
magnitude of landscape and visual effects (LI and IEMA, 2013; paragraphs 5.48 and 6.38).
Scale

108.

For landscape receptors, scale relates to:
• ‘the extent of existing landscape elements that will be lost, the proportion of the total extent
that this represents and the contribution of that element to the character of the landscape –
in some cases this may be quantified;
• the degree to which aesthetic or perceptual aspects of the landscape are altered either by
the removal of existing components of the landscape or by addition of new ones – for
example, removal of hedges may change a small-scale, intimate landscape into a largescale, open one, or introduction of new buildings or tall structures may alter open skylines;
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• whether the effect changes the key characteristics of the landscape, which are critical to its
distinctive character’ (LI and IEMA, 2013; paragraph 5.49).
For visual receptors, scale relates to:
• ‘the scale of the change in the view with respect to the loss or addition of new features in
the view and changes in its composition, including the proportion of the view occupied by
the proposed development;
• the degree of contrast or integration of any new features or changes in the landscape with
the existing or remaining landscape elements and characteristics in terms of form, scale and
mass, height, colour and texture;
• the nature of the view of the proposed development, in terms of the relative amount of time
over which it will be experienced and whether views will be full, partial or glimpses’ (LI and
IEMA, 2013i; paragraph 6.39).
Extent
109.

For landscape receptors, extent is the ‘geographical area over which the landscape effects will
be felt’ (LI and IEMA, 2013; paragraph 5.50). Generally, effects may occur:
• ‘at the site level, within the development site itself;
• at the level of the immediate setting of the site;
• at the scale of the landscape type or character area within which the proposal lies;
• on a larger scale, influencing several landscape types or areas.’

110.

For visual receptors extent is likely to reflect:
• ‘the angle of view in relation to the main activity of the receptor;
• the distance of the viewpoint from the proposed development;
• the extent of the area over which the changes would be visible’ (LI and IEMA, 2013;
paragraph 6.40).
Duration and reversibility

111.

For both landscape and visual receptors: ‘These are separate but linked considerations. Duration
can usually be simply judged on a scale such as short term, medium term, or long term, where,
for example, short term might be zero to five years, medium term five to ten years and long term
ten to twenty-five years. There is no fixed rule on these definitions…Reversibility is a judgement
about the prospects and practicality of the particular effect being reversed in, for example, a
generation’ (LI and IEMA, 2013; paragraphs 5.51, 5.52 and 6.41).

112.

Table 6.2.1 in Appendix 6.2 illustrates the judgements made with respect to magnitude, which
take account of scale, extent and duration/reversibility. Effects are judged on a case-by-case
basis applying professional judgement for the specific project and host landscape.
Significance

113.

Judgements about the sensitivity of a landscape or visual receptor and the magnitude of a
landscape or visual effect are combined to draw conclusions about significance. Note that for
both landscape and visual receptors, ‘there are no hard and fast rules about what makes a
significant effect, and there cannot be a standard approach since circumstances vary with the
local and landscape context and with the type of proposal’ (LI and IEMA, 2013i, paragraphs 5.56
and 6.44).
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Landscape Effects
114.

‘Significance can only be defined in relation to each development and its specific location. It is for
each assessment to determine how the judgements about the landscape receptors and
landscape effects should be combined to arrive at significance and to explain how the
conclusions have been derived’ (LI and IEMA, 2013; paragraph 5.54). In broad terms, the
significance for landscape effects can be illustrated by the extremes described in Table 6.2.2 in
Appendix 6.2.
Visual Effects

115.

‘Significance of visual effects is not absolute and can only be defined in relation to each
development and its specific location. It is for each assessment to determine the approach…’ (LI
and IEMA, 2013; paragraph 6.42). In broad terms, the significance of visual effects can be
illustrated by the extremes described in Table 6.2.3 in Appendix 6.2.
Determination of Significance

116.

Table 6.2.4 in Appendix 6.2 illustrates how sensitivity and magnitude may combine to
determine significance. Judgements are made on a case-by-case basis.

117.

Effects of moderate-to-major or major significance (shaded grey in Table 6.2.4) are the principal
landscape or visual effects of the Project. The identification of effects of this degree of
significance does not necessarily mean that the effects would be unacceptable. Effects of less
than moderate-to-major or major significance are not completely disregarded in the
assessment (LI and IEMA, 2013; paragraph 3.34) but are lesser effects which are considered,
with professional judgement, to be less important in decisions regarding the landscape and
visual effects of the Project.

118.

The significance classifications in Appendix 6.2, Table 6.2.4 run diagonally. This reflects that
professional judgement is used in determining how sensitivity and magnitude combine to give
significance. For example, for a medium sensitivity receptor, an effect of medium magnitude will
often but not always give rise to a moderate significance effect; the effect could be judged to be
major-to-moderate or moderate-to-minor in some circumstances. The reasoning behind
judgements made in the assessment are explained in the assessment text.

119.

Conclusions regarding significance are also expressed in terms of whether effects are adverse,
beneficial or neutral as is described under the subheading ‘Adverse, Beneficial and Neutral
Effects’ above.
Residential Amenity

120.

The emphasis of the visual assessment is on publicly available views. Paragraph 6.17 of LI and
IEMA (2013) notes that, ‘in some instances it may [also] be appropriate to consider private
viewpoints, mainly from residential properties…. Effects of development in private property are
frequently dealt with mainly through ‘residential amenity assessments’’. Residential amenity
assessments are separate from LVIAs and are normally only provided if it is considered likely at
the scoping stage that effects on visual aspects of residential amenity are likely to give rise to
likely significant effects. The assessment has not identified this as a concern for this
development; no further consideration is given to effects on residential amenity in the LVIA. The
assessment considers the changes in views which could arise for groups of properties near the
Site based on fieldwork on the Site and in publicly accessible areas.
Zone of Theoretical Visibility Analysis
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121.

The Zone of Theoretical Visibility plans (Figure 6.3 and Figure 101) are bareground ZTVs which
take into account the underlying topography. These are based on Ordnance Survey Terrain 5
data.

122.

Figures 102a to 102e and Figures 103a to 103e are screened ZTVs, which take into account the
underlying topography as well as woodlands, hedgerows, earthworks, buildings, and other
landscape surface features captured by LIDAR survey. A LIDAR elevation model of the study area
was compiled from 1 m resolution Digital Surface Model data (Environment Agency, 2018).

123.

ZTVs were prepared using the Grass version 7.4.1 r.viewshed script (Toma, Zhuang, Richard and
Metz, 2017). Reference points at a height of 3 m above existing terrain level were located at 17
locations across the Site (corresponding to the maximum height of the solar panel rows). Viewer
height was assumed to be 1.75 m. The ZTV should be interpreted with reference to the notes on
the ZTV plans.
Photomontages Method

124.

Refer to Appendix 6.8.
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6.6 Assumptions and Limitations
125.

The extent of the study area was established through a combination of GIS topographical
analysis (see Figure 6.2 and Figure 108) and the production of the ZTV plans (see Figure 6.3,
Figures 101, 102a to 102e and 103a to 103b) which calculates the extent to which the Site could
potentially be seen from the wider area. The first sieve exercise was then verified in the field via
subsequent desktop studies and fieldwork to identify any other vegetation, built form or
localised variations in topography that would restrict or limit the extent of visibility.

126.

A study area of 4 km for the landscape surrounding the site lying outside of the Dorset AONB
and of 6 km for the landscape beyond the Site within the Dorset AONB was set based on the
ZTVs and field work.

127.

Further detail on receptor selection is described within the baseline Section 6.7 of this Chapter.
To keep the scope proportionate, only receptors within the study area for which or for whom
noticeable effects could arise are considered. The visual analysis is based on views from external
spaces within the public domain and not from inside buildings or private spaces. However,
where notable views from private properties are possible these have been commented on if
appropriate.

128.

The baseline site visit work undertaken by TG was carried on four site visits in November 2019,
December 2019, January 2020 and October 2020. Further site visit work by LV was carried out
on site visits in July 2021, September 2021, December 2021, and January 2022. It is therefore
the baseline situation of the Site and study area which stood between November 2019 and
January 2022 that has formed the basis of the assessment contained within this Chapter.
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6.7 Baseline Conditions and Receptors
129.

The characterisation process is a non-value judgement process; therefore, classifying landscapes
into distinct areas does not suggest that one character is more sensitive than another or valued
by people more or less.

130.

The landscape character appraisal process reviews the wider landscape character type at a
national level and then explores more detailed character features at a district/ local level, before
analysing site-specific land use that informs local distinctiveness and sense of place. This section
sets out the context to each of the published character assessments and the need to consider
the character at a scale appropriate to the Proposed Development.

131.

This Chapter considers the local, site-specific character, features and context as identified by
Tyler Grange and Landscape Visual through fieldwork. It is informed by a review of published
assessments and designations to give an understanding of the value and susceptibility of the
landscape to accommodate the proposed change. This sets out the landscape context at a scale
appropriate to the Proposed Development.

Site-specific Landscape Character
132.

Whilst the Site lies within the areas and types as defined by the published landscape character
assessments and shares some of their characteristics, these do not consider the nature of the
Site or its location within the local landscape. Differences in landform, land use, landscape
structure, degree of visual enclosure and influence of built development and existing energy
infrastructure creates variation in landscape character and local distinctiveness.

133.

Tyler Grange has undertaken a site-specific character assessment in order to assist in gaining a
greater appreciation of those features and characteristics to which the development of the Site
needs to respond. The description below summarises the characteristics of the landscape
character as defined by Tyler Grange, with supplementary descriptions of landscape character
and landscape features within the Site and the local surrounding area provided by Landscape
Visual.

134.

The Site is located within a transitional landscape that straddles the Dorset Clay Vale LCT/
Blackmore Vale LCA (northern half of the Site) and the Dorset Rolling Vales LCT/ Blackmore
Rolling Vales LCA (southern half of the Site) (see Figure 6.5 and Figure 109). The difference in
character between the northern and southern parts of the Site is perhaps most evident in the
field boundaries where the southernmost boundaries between Fields 10 to 13 are defined by
vegetated channels with intermittent hedges whilst the northern boundaries are defined by
mature hedges, often with oak hedgerow trees, except along the trackway where there is a post
and wire fence between Fields 6 to 9.

135.

An initial assessment was undertaken that included the full extent of the landholdings of North
Dairy Farm, which identified the following local LCAs (see Figure 6.4)
• A - North Dairy Farmstead: A nucleated farmstead that includes large utilitarian agricultural
barns set around a main farmhouse with smaller cottages linked by hardstanding;
• B - North Dairy Farm Mixed Agricultural Fields: gently sloping south-east facing fields bound
by a mix of post and wire fencing and hedges that are closely related to the farmstead. They
include both pastural and arable fields;
• C - River Lydden Corridor and Floodplain: These are flat and form part of the River Lydden
Corridor, often flooded and waterlogged. The vegetated river corridor imparts a more
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natural landscape character that contrasts with the intensely farmed arable fields adjacent
to it. Field boundaries are marked by post and wire fencing and hedges;
• D - Small Irregular Flat Mixed Agricultural Fields: these fields have a more intimate
character with most of their historic hedge and water corridor field boundaries remaining
intact contributing to a strong sense of place. However, where there has been a loss of
hedgerow field boundaries and conversion to arable use, this sense of place/ character is
degraded. They are flat and form part of the River Lydden floodplain. These fields either
contain or have views towards wooden pylons and overhead power lines;
• E - Humber Wood Pasture and Avenue: A unique feature of these fields is the oak avenue
and pasture that imparts more of a wood pasture character to these fields that contributes
to a strong sense of place. They have an intimate character being enclosed by a woodland
block to the west and being on an elevated knoll offers views out to the north;
• F - Large Uniformly Sloping Mixed Agricultural Fields: These arable fields contrast strongly
with the more typical pastoral fields and generally have lost their historic hedge field
boundaries although some in-field oaks are retained. These fields are large and open with a
greater intervisibility with the surrounding landscape and therefore have a less intimate
feel. These fields either contain or have views towards wooden pylons and overhead power
lines. There are also near or middle-distance views from these fields towards nearby farm
buildings; and
• G - Large Open Undulating Arable Fields: Similarly, these arable fields contrast strongly with
the more typical pastoral fields that surround them. They are closely related to the water
corridor that links them and forms the field boundary between them. The undulating
topography creates an intimate enclosed character along the water corridor whilst the
higher lying knolls are exposed with intervisibility with the surrounding landscape. Their use
as arable fields has led to a loss of historic field boundaries and degradation of the
landscape structure. There are views towards wooden pylons and overhead power lines
from some of these fields. There are also near or middle-distance views from these fields
towards nearby farm buildings.
136.

The Site consists of 11 mixed agricultural fields that form part of North Dairy Farm. The nuances
of the topography of the Site contributes greatly to the character of the Site which can be
classified into the following three site-specific LCAs as outlined above:
• D - Small Irregular Flat Mixed Agricultural Fields;
• F - Large Uniformly Sloping Mixed Agricultural Fields; and
• G - Large Open Undulating Arable Fields.

137.

The mixed use on Site is typical of the wider landscape, which includes both pastoral and arable
fields as part of a working agricultural landscape. The increased agricultural intensification of the
Site and the wider landscape has led to the loss of historic hedgerow field boundaries and the
typically irregular landscape pattern of small-to-medium sized pastoral fields in favour of larger
more regularly shaped arable fields. As well as this there has been the addition of elements that
degrade the quality of the landscape character that includes post and wire fencing, poorly
managed hedges and water courses where they no longer needed to be stockproof.

138.

Although local ridgelines and vegetation screen many views from within the Site to the
surrounding local landscape, there are middle-distance views towards nearby local farms and/or
the settlement edge of Hazelbury Bryan visible from Fields 4, 6, 7, 9, 10 and 13, with the
elevated large-scale farm buildings at Fir Tree Farm forming a local landmark in its elevated
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location on a local ridge to the south-east of the Site. There are also distant views from some
parts of these site fields towards parts of the chalk escarpment of the Dorset AONB.

Local Landscape Character

Inset Photo 1 – Illustrating typical wooded character of local landscape that imparts a feeling of
enclosure within the valleys, where the Site is located.
139.

The pattern of the local landscape is heavily influenced by its agricultural land use with
numerous hedgerow field boundaries with standard hedgerow trees and in-field trees
(predominately oak), avenues to nucleated farmsteads, winding vegetated watercourses and
stream corridors as well as numerous woodland blocks and spinneys that provide a robust
landscape structure that imparts a wooded character to the landscape. This permanent
landscape structure is contrasted by the increasing number of arable fields which change not
only seasonally as crops mature but also annually as fields are rotated.

140.

There is a strong sense of enclosure within the valleys, where the Site is located, with high
hedges flanking narrow lanes along with woodland blocks and tree belts limiting visibility. This is
contrasted by the panoramic cross-valley views gained from the higher lying chalk ridgelines
that define the Dorset AONB.

141.

The wider landscape includes small villages generally located on the higher lying ground (minor
ridgelines and low-lying hills). The small villages are often a mix of residential dwellings with
light industrial units (Pulham, Hazelbury Bryan). These village settlements are interspersed with
a more scattered form of settlement across the landscape to the north, east and south of the
Site, including isolated cottages (Orange Nook, Boywood Cottages) and small nucleated
farmsteads (Parsonage Farm, Dairy House Farm, Boywood Farm, Povert Bridge Farm, Glebe
Farm, Cannings Court) and large, spreading farms that are dominated by large barns (Fir Tree
Farm, North Dairy Farm, Grange Farm), which lie close to key transport routes. There is a
particularly strong concentration of farm complexes found in the immediate vicinity of the Site
to the east, south-east and south, with Parsonage Farm, Hammond Street Farm, Fir Tree Farm,
Dairy House Farm, Boywood Farm, Povert Bridge Farm and Star Farm all lying at distances of
(approximately) 200 m to 375 m from one another. In contrast to this there is a distinct area of
landscape character associated with The Old Rectory, St Thomas Becket’s Church and Rectory
Cottage which has elements of a designed landscape.

Aardvark EM Limited January 2022 Page 31

North Dairy Farm Solar Park – R007: Environmental Statement – Chapter 6

142.

There is a utilitarian element to the local landscape which is exhibited by the large functional
agricultural barns that are visible on the minor ridgelines and high-voltage overhead lines and
associated wooden pylons (which are at ca. 0.16 km spacing) cutting across the landscape to the
north-west and south-east of the Site. In addition to this there is an electrical substation
approximately 2.77 km to the north-west of the Site and a small solar array (0.5 ha) that lies
approximately 1 km to the north-east of the Site but has no interrelationship with the Site.

143.

The screening effects of outgrown boundary vegetation and woodland mean that the Site is not
visible form the local landscape to the west of the Site. Apart from a very small area on the
western fringe of Hazelbury Bryan, undulating topography, boundary vegetation and woodland
vegetation also means that only a small proportion of the overall Site is visible from the small
areas of local landscape to the north, south and east where views towards the Site can be seen.

144.

There is a moderate sense of relative tranquillity to the wider landscape surrounding the Site,
although this may be interrupted by the sound of a tractor or military aircraft flying overhead.
The localised sense of relative tranquillity is also tempered to the north-west and south-east of
the Site by the wooden pylons and overhead power lines extending across the landscape. A
sense of remoteness prevails across the local landscape to the west of the Site due to the
limited frequency of settlement and/or views towards settlement from this area. A sense of
remoteness across the local landscape to the north, east and south of the Site, however, is
tempered by the prevalence of farms seen scattered across views, and views towards the
elevated settlement edge of Hazelbury Bryan.

District Character Areas
145.

The most recent Landscape Character Assessments were undertaken in 2008 for NDDC, and in
2009 for DC. The assessments were also accompanied by a report Physical Influences on the
Dorset Landscape, which informed the assessments.

146.

The mixed geology and resultant topography of North Dorset has a marked influence on its
landscape character. Here the predominantly rural landscape of open chalk downlands and
distinctive chalk escarpments are subdivided by wide clay vales. The Site is located within the
Blackmore Vale to the north of the chalk escarpment and is described as an ‘extensive, flat clay
vale bordered by limestone ridges to the North West and deeply undulating foothills beside the
escarpment to the south and east of the vale. The vale is drained by the alluvial basin of the
Stour and its tributaries the River Lydden and the Caundle Brook’ (Physical Influences on the
Dorset Landscape).
The Dorset Landscape Character Assessment (2009)

147.

The Dorset Landscape Character Assessment (online, 2009) identified 21 landscape types in
Dorset. The Site lies within a transitional area between the Clay Vale and Rolling Vale LCTs (See
Figure 6.5 and Figure 109).

148.

The assessment identified the following Management Objectives and guidance notes relevant to
the Site for the Clay Vales LCT:
• ‘The overall management objective for the Clay Vale Landscape Type is to conserve the
patterns that contribute to the rural, tranquil landscape of winding lanes and smallscattered settlements. Restoration of the elements, which are in decline such as the
hedgerows, hedgerow trees and narrow corridors of wet woodlands is also a key objective.
• Encourage maintenance and enhancement of boundaries, particularly along the vale and
replant any gaps where necessary.’
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149.

The assessment identified the following Management Objectives and guidance notes relevant to
the Site for the Rolling Vales LCT:
• ‘The overall management objective for the Rolling Vales Landscape Type should be to
conserve and enhance the diverse pattern of trees, woodland, hedgerow and small-scale
fields, watercourses and narrow lanes. The conservation of the rural and tranquil nature of
the area is also a key objective.
• Any new planting should reflect the existing varied visual structure of woods, copses, hedges
and trees.’
The Dorset Historic Landscape

150.

The Historic Landscape Assessment is based on the LCTs and includes the following descriptions:
• Clay vale: ‘Generally mixed, but on a larger scale than e.g., Limestone Hills, with a
preponderance of apparently planned enclosure, with some parliamentary enclosure. Larger
field sizes with straight field boundaries are taken to indicate large scale, planned enclosure
by landowners or larger tenants or groups of tenants. Alongside this there are substantial
areas of less organised and piecemeal enclosure – smaller, less regular (in some cases very
irregular) fields are taken to indicate less systematic enclosure by individuals or small
tenants or communities. Alongside these are small patches of enclosed open fields, the
origins of which are clearly indicated by sinuous field boundaries.’
• Rolling Vale: ‘Mixed but piecemeal enclosure and small-scale planned enclosure dominate,
with some enclosed strip fields, particularly in the vicinity of settlements. A greater
woodland element, with larger areas of woodland, than e.g., Limestone Hills. There are
large areas (particularly areas of less organised enclosure) where the character of the field
boundaries suggests that they may well be surviving prehistoric or Romano-British
boundaries and trackways.’
North Dorset Landscape Character Assessment (2008)

151.

NDDC undertook an updated Landscape Character Assessment in 2008 at a similar scale and
used the same methodology as the Dorset Landscape Character Assessment (2003), which was
updated in 2009. The updated assessment identified eight LCTs and 18 LCAs within North
Dorset.3

152.

The Site straddles two different LCAs:
• South Blackmore Rolling Vales; and
• Blackmore Vale

153.

South Blackmore Rolling Vales LCA is described as:
‘This is a similar landscape to the North Blackmore Rolling Vales with the same underlying
geology. It acts as a transition zone between the flatter Blackmore Vale and the chalk
escarpment. In this area, the foothills though are less distinctive than they are around
Shaftesbury, but the area does gradually become more hilly, folded and more wooded near the
escarpment. The escarpment still provides a backdrop and skyline to the south and east and
helps to visually enclose the area. The rolling farmland hills continue into the deeply indented
valleys created by the chalk escarpment, typically in places such as Shillingstone and in the
deep valley extending south to Ansty. The undulating, rolling, mainly pastoral landscape is
characterised by medium sized irregularly shaped fields sub-divided by thick but often
trimmed hedgerows. There are mature hedgerows similar to the Blackmore Vale in the area

3 North Dorset District Council, North Dorset Landscape Character Assessment Addendum, 2008
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but they are not as distinctive in this rolling landscape. The presence of isolated ‘stag headed’
oaks are a sign of the increasing maturity of these features. There are some small scale
deciduous copses and woodlands, some of which are designated as SNCI as well as some mixed
plantation woodland in the area. The areas on the edge of the Blackmore Vale inevitably have
characteristics similar to both areas and hence this is being a transitional character area.’
154.

The key characteristics are (highlighted in bold are characteristics evident on Site):
•
‘Undulating and rolling farmland hills forming a transition zone between the
Blackmore Vale and the chalk escarpment.
•

The chalk escarpment forms a backdrop and landmark to the area.

•

A more folded landscape at the foot of the escarpment.

•

Irregular shaped fields bounded by thick hedgerows.

•

Mature hedgerows are important features nearer the Blackmore Vale.

•

Twisting hedge lined lanes with narrow verges.

•

Small, bridged stream crossings are key features often with low parapets.

•
Settlements are often situated at the foot of the escarpment or on elevated slopes
overlooking the Vale.
•

There are numerous scattered farmsteads.

•
Frequent use of locally distinctive building materials, mainly stone and brick, adds to
character.
•

A tranquil and unified landscape.

•
The ‘tongue’ of rolling hills at Shillingstone, where the River Stour breaks through the
chalk escarpment, is a key feature.
•
Piddles Wood is an important SSSI woodland in the north of the area on the edge of the
Stour Valley.’
155.

Blackmore Vale LCA is described as being:
‘A broad, gently undulating clay vale drained by the River Stour and its main tributaries,
the River Lydden and the River Cale, together with many small streams and brooks. It is an
open and expansive landscape with long views particularly to the chalk escarpment which
defines its eastern and southern edges. The limestone ridge from Sturminster Newton to
Bourton divides the Vale into two separate halves, west and east, with the western part
extending into neighbouring West Dorset and Somerset. There is a blurring at the edges of
the area particularly with the flat Stour Valley character area. The Vale becomes more
undulating at the transition with the Blackmore Rolling Vales and Limestone Ridges character
areas. There are a few more elevated and prominent areas within the Vale itself for example
at Manston.’

156.

The key characteristics are (highlighted in bold are characteristics evident on Site):
•

‘A broad expansive clay Vale which is tranquil and unified.

•
A unique mosaic of woods, straight hedgerows and grassland fields ‘dotted’ with
distinctive mature hedgerow Oaks.
•
Open views across the undulating to flat pastoral landscape to the chalk escarpment
backdrop.
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•

Dense network of twisting lanes often with grass verges and sharp double 90o bends.

•

Small hump backed bridges with low stone or brick parapets

•
Many very small villages and hamlets built with locally distinctive materials, such as
stone, redbrick, tile and thatch.
•

A network of ditches, streams and brooks which drain into the tributaries of the Stour.

•
Lydlinch Common (an SSSI) and Stock Gaylard Deer Park (an SNCI) are both key locally
important features.’
Dorset AONB Landscape Character Assessment (2019 – online)
157.

The Blackmore Vale LCA extends across the northern edge of the AONB in the south of the study
area. This LCA is described as:
‘…comprised of areas of rolling vale at the foot of the North Dorset Escarpment, as well as
some more open areas that are similar in character to the wider Blackmore Vale, to the north.
The area is a traditional, largely undeveloped pastoral clay vale. The visual character is
dominated by the escarpment and presents consistent patterns of trimmed hedgerows and
hedgerow oaks set around regular enclosures. There are a number of small, nucleated
settlements, which are scattered, but generally concentrated within the eastern portion of the
character area. Isolated farms and agricultural buildings add to the sense of rural
tranquillity and character.’

158.

The key characteristics of the LCA are (characteristics relevant to the LVIA are highlighted in
bold):
• ‘A combination of rolling vale and broader bowl-shaped vale landscapes occupied by a
predominantly pastoral appearance based on clay
• Irregular small-scale pastoral fields toward the foot of the escarpment, with larger scale
and sometimes arable fields within the broader and more open areas of the character
area
• Sunken, winding rural lanes with diverse hedgerows and steep species rich verges
• Scattered, isolated farmsteads
• Settlement pattern of historic and predominantly nucleated villages, exhibiting a variety of
vernacular building materials and thatch. There is a concentration of larger villages within
the eastern portion of the area
• The area has retained a peaceful, tranquil and undeveloped rural character with dark night
skies and wide horizons
• Meadows of neutral and unimproved grassland
• Occasional orchards
• Numerous woodlands, often being of relatively small-scale toward the foot of the
escarpment.’

159.

The North Dorset Escarpment LCA extends across the mid-slopes, upper slopes and ridgeline of
the AONB along the chalk escarpment in the south of the study area. The description of this LCA
includes:
‘…Largely due to the topography, the escarpment is mostly unsettled with occasional
isolated farmsteads. There are several modern barns and sheds as well as prominent
telecommunication masts on Bulbarrow Hill. Towards the lower slopes, small
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farmsteads and nucleated villages, at least medieval in origin, lie along the spring line
towards the Blackmore Vale… The escarpment dominates the surrounding landscape
within its northward setting, with a textured appearance of scrub and significant
darker areas of woodland. It has a powerful, dramatic appearance due to its open and
exposed nature with commanding views of the Blackmore Vale.’
160.

The key characteristics of the LCA are (characteristics relevant to the LVIA are highlighted in
bold):
• ‘A dramatic and exposed steep escarpment with rounded spurs and deep coombes
• Extensive and uninterrupted panoramic views from higher ground, particularly northward
across the Blackmore Vale and from Hod Hill and Hambledon Hill
• Patchwork of small scale mixed pastoral fields on lower slopes with scattered farmsteads
along the spring line
• Numerous landmarks including prehistoric barrows and prominent hilltop forts, cross
dykes and prehistoric field systems, which contribute to the area’s rich historic heritage
• Areas of open unimproved calcareous turf on steep slopes with patches of scrub
• Large, straight-sided arable fields of late 18th/early 19th century enclosures on escarpment
top
• Hanging ancient oak, ash, hazel woodlands on lower slopes
• Thin calcareous soils with underlying geology of chalk and greensand
• Ancient sunken, winding lanes with an open character towards the top
• Strong undeveloped rural character, with a sense of seclusion and tranquility. Modern
development and intrusive features have limited effect on traditional rural character,
although settlement growth to the north of the escarpment has eroded the remote
character of some parts of the escarpment. Overall, the area has largely maintained its dark
night skies and undeveloped rural character.’

161.

The Chalk River Valley Floor and Chalk Valley & Downland LCTs lie largely outside of the ZTVs for
the Proposed Development (see Figure 101 and Figures 103a to 103e). Site work confirmed very
limited intervisibility between these LCTs and the Site. As such, indirect landscape effects on
these LCTs are not considered further in this Chapter.
National Character Areas

162.

Natural England’s National Character Assessment identifies the Site within NCA 133: Blackmore
Vale and Vale of Wardour, which is described as ‘predominantly in pasture, the vale has a
generally even pattern of regular hedged fields, scattered woodlands, dense hedgerows and
frequent hedgerow trees. Willow and alder along the many streams imbue an almost wetland
atmosphere, particularly in the winter, when water often stands in the poorly drained fields.’

163.

The Site’s wider landscape setting exhibits the following key characteristics, which contribute
towards its character:
• A complex mosaic of mixed farming: undulating, lush clay vales dissected by a broken
limestone ridge and fringed by Upper Greensand hills and scarps.
• Predominantly clay surface geology (soils) leading to seasonally high-water table with
standing water in fields; many ditches and streams.
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• Broken low limestone ridges with shallow valleys, and steeper valleys around the margins
of the area.
• Small villages and hamlets forming nuclei within a patchwork of fields, hedges, and woods.
164.

It is important to note that the national character mapping is not of a level of detail sufficient to
provide an appreciation of the specific landscape character and context issues of the Site, which
need to be considered in the development process. Therefore, although it provides context to
the district character area descriptions, it is of limited relevance.
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Landscape Receptors
165.

Following the initial Site assessment that included the entire North Dairy Farm Landholdings, an
integrated evaluation of the opportunities and constraints of the Site for all disciplines was
carried out. This led to Fields 1 to 3; 5; 14 to 15 and 18 to 27 being discounted from the Site,
which were classified as being more sensitive than others. See Inset Plan 3 below extracted from
the EIA Screening Request and refer to paragraphs 6.8.31-32 within this chapter.

Inset Plan 3: Constraints and Opportunities Identified by Preliminary Environmental Appraisal of full land holding (168 ha). Included as part
of EIA Screening Request. The red hatch above identified fields with a high landscape and visual sensitivity relative to their setting with views
from the farmstead, cottages and PRoW, together with those fields which have a strong landscape character and intervisibility to the
surrounding landscape, designated landscapes and heritage assets. These fields (14-15 and 19-27) were accordingly removed from
consideration for solar panel development. The blue hatched area shows the flood zone which discounted fields 3, 5, 18, 19 and 27 for
development.

166.

The following landscape elements and features contribute towards the landscape character of
the Site:
• Landform: The Site has a complex topography that ranges from flat (8, 9, 12, 16) to gently
sloping and uniform (4, 6 to 7, 17) and rolling/ undulating (10, 11, 13).
• Landscape Structure: Whilst there has been some loss of historic field boundary hedges the
Site retains a strong landscape structure in the form of in-field trees, vegetated
watercourses and hedge boundaries that includes hedgerow trees.
• Land use & field pattern: The Site forms part of a working agricultural landscape that
includes both pastoral and arable fields that range from small to large irregularly shaped
fields. The historic field pattern has been lost in places where historic field boundaries have
been lost to enlarge arable fields and where they have been replaced with post and wire
fencing along access tracks. There is also some semi-natural landcover along water
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corridors, some of which retain a natural meander where others have been straightened to
form field boundary ditches. The Site includes some modern development and existing
energy infrastructure features, such as the concrete track and high-voltage pylons.
• Visual exposure and interrelationship with the wider landscape: The Site is located within
the floodplain where the undulating topography and strong landscape structure limits the
visual exposure of the Site and visual connection with its surrounding landscape. There are,
however, views to the south-east, south and south-west towards the chalk escarpment of
the Dorset AONB. There are also near and middle-distance views towards farm buildings in
the local surrounding landscape seen to the east and south of the Site.
167.

These landscape elements on Site contribute towards the following landscape receptors:
• Site-specific LCAs: D-Small Irregular Flat Mixed Agricultural Fields; F-Large Uniformly
Sloping Mixed Agricultural Fields; G-Large Open Undulating Arable Fields.
• Published District LCTs: Clay Vale and Rolling Vale LCTs
• Published District LCAs : South Blackmore Rolling Vales and Blackmore Vale LCAs
• Dorset AONB Landscape Setting
• Published Dorset AONB LCTs: Clay Vale and Chalk Ridge/Escarpment LCTs
• Published Dorset AONB LCAs: North Dorset Escarpment and Blackmore Vale LCAs.

168.

The Site’s contribution to the setting of CAs and Listed Buildings is not included as part of this
assessment. It is included within the Heritage Assessment report.
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Visual Context and Visual Receptors
169.

Chapter 6 of GLVIA3 sets out how the visual baseline is established. The baseline for visual
effects should establish the area in which the Proposed Development may be visible, those
people who may experience views of the development, the viewpoints where they will be
affected and the nature of the views at the viewpoints. This section considers these factors, with
reference to a number of representative viewpoints from within the local landscape.
Extent of Visibility

170.

In order to determine the extent of the area from which the development has the potential to
be seen GIS, and Ordnance Survey Terrain data are modelled to create a topographical plan (see
Figure 6.2 and Figure 109) and this is followed by the mapping of a bareground ZTV (see Figure
6.3 and Figure 101) and a screened ZTV based on LIDAR data (see Figures 102a to 102e and
Figures 103a to 103e) This information provides a starting point for the fieldwork in terms of
determining the extent of visibility and the likely receptors. Field verification is essential in
establishing the extent of the actual visual envelope for the development.

171.

The ZTV (Figure 6.2) indicates the potential for the solar panels (2.6 m at their higher edge),
invertor stations (3.4 m high), transformers (2.5 m high) and perimeter fencing (2.2 m high) to
be viewed from the surrounding landscape. The individual CCTV cameras (2.5 to 3 m high at
intervals of approximately 50 m) have not been modelled for the ZTV as this would exaggerate
the theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development but these are considered in the
assessment.

172.

The field verification process enables the assessor to view the Site and define the true limits of
the visual envelope, so that it only includes those locations from which the Site is evident in
views, excluding those that are barely discernible and taking into account vegetation and built
form. As the visibility of the Site is relatively contained by intervening landform and vegetation
the visual envelope is far smaller than suggested by both the bareground and screened ZTVs
(see Figures 104a and 104b).
Nature of Views

173.

The wider landscape has a rural character that is complemented by long range panoramic crossvalley views from the surrounding ridges. There is generally little movement within the
landscape, apart from the main roads, which imparts a tranquil quality to the landscape. This
sense of tranquillity, however, is reduced in the local landscape to the north-west and southeast of the Site where there are views towards high-voltage overhead wires and wooden pylons.
The lanes are narrow and flanked by hedges and much of the land is in private ownership and
actively farmed and therefore views on the whole are limited to PRoWs that follow field
boundaries where substantial hedgerows frame the views.

174.

Representative views of the Site from a variety of receptors in the local area have been
determined on the basis of the first sieve GIS mapping and subsequent fieldwork (see Figure 6.6
and Figures 104a, 104b, 106a and 106b). The identification of views has been carried out from
external spaces within the public domain, and not from buildings or private spaces.

175.

The photographs included in this Chapter have been taken using a DSLR camera with either a
full-frame sensor and a 50 mm lens, or a cropped sensor and a lens which gives a focal length
equivalent to 50 mm. The photographs are intended to provide an indication of the view and
extent of visibility. They are presented as a record of the view as panoramic images to provide
context to the view and it is recognised that such views are best experienced in the field.
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176.

The photographs for representative viewpoints 1 to 22 were taken during four site visits in
November 2019, December 2019, January 2020 and October 2020 by TG. The photographs
represent conditions in winter illustrating a worst-case scenario. The photographs were taken
during periods with good visibility.4 These photographs are shown on the photosheets on Figure
6.7.

177.

The 22 selected representative viewpoints are as follows:
• Viewpoint 1: The Green, Kingston
• Viewpoint 2: PRoW N41/10 (Wonston, Hazelbury)
• Viewpoint 3: PRoW N41/9 (Muston Farm, Hazelbury)
• Viewpoint 4: Public Bridleway (PRoW N52/4)
• Viewpoint 5: Rawlsbury Camp Hillfort (10m north of PRoW N52/5)
• Viewpoint 6: Pleck Hill (Lane) near Fir Tree Farm
• Viewpoint 7: Mappowder (PRoW N46/11)
• Viewpoint 8: Taylor’s Lane N46/17
• Viewpoint 9: Taylor’s Lane
• Viewpoint 10: Humber Hill Farm (PRoW N46/19)
• Viewpoint 11: Sharnhill Green (PRoW S10/27)
• Viewpoint 12: Dungeon Hill Fort (PRoW S10/7)
• Viewpoint 13: Pulham (PRoW N49/22)
• Viewpoint 14: Dodies Wood (PRoW N49/9)
• Viewpoint 15: North Dairy Farm Footpath N49/7
• Viewpoint 16: Between Footpath N46/28 and Bridleway N46/21 (near Old Boywood Farm)
• Viewpoint 17: North Dairy Farm PRoW N46/21
• Viewpoint 18: Star Farm (PRoW N46/21)
• Viewpoint 19: Dairy House Farm (PRoW N46/20)
• Viewpoint 20: North Dairy Farm (PRoW 46/20) - On Site
• Viewpoint 21: Hazelbury Bryan Cemetery
• Viewpoint 22: Silly Hill Lane.

178.

A further 10 representative viewpoints were taken by LV during site visits in July 2021,
September 2021, December 2021, and January 2022. These viewpoint photographs are shown
on Figures 105a to 105j.

179.

The 10 additional representative viewpoints are as follows:
• Viewpoint A: Footpath S10/27, Knoll Hill, east of Buckland Newton
• Viewpoint B: Bridleway S36/9, Ball Hill

4 www.metoffice.gov.uk/guide/weather
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• Viewpoint C: Bridleway S30/6, Dorsetshire Gap
• Viewpoint D: Footpath N52/6, White Hill, Stoke Wake
• Viewpoint E: Bulbarrow Road, Ibberton Hill
• Viewpoint F: Open Access Land, Bulbarrow Hill
• Viewpoint G: Bridleway S36/2, Lyscombe Hill
• Viewpoint H: Bridleway S10/18, west of Short Wood
• Viewpoint I: Footpath N49/11, south-west of Old Boywood Farm
• Viewpoint J: Footpath N49/11, south-east of Manor Farm.
180.

The above 32 viewpoints are representative of views into the Site from the surrounding
landscape. A general description of these is given below:
• Close-range views: Close views looking directly into the Site are restricted to those within
or close to the boundary of the Site where there is no intervening vegetation. That is,
footpath N46/20 running through the four southern site fields; bridleway N46/21 to the
north-east of the Site (where three fields are visible); and a section of footpath N46/19 on
the brow of the elevated land north of Parsonage Farm would have a direct view into the
Site (see Viewpoints 10, 17, 18, 19 and 20).
• Medium and long-distance views from local landscape to the north and west: The lowlying topography of Blackmore Vale accompanied by robust hedgerow field boundaries,
winding river corridors, copses, and small woodland blocks, tend to limit medium-distance
views from higher lying vantage points where cross-valley views are attained. The Site lies
within the Blackmore Vale next to the River Lydden. Multiple layers of intervening
vegetation obscure the Site from publicly accessible views from the north and west.
However, there are occasional oblique views of Field 17 glimpsed from the north-west
along a short section of bridleway N49/7 that follows the access track to the North Dairy
Farm farmstead and agricultural buildings. There are also views towards Fields 4, 6, 7, 10,
11, 16 and 17 seen from some sections of footpath N49/11 (see Viewpoints 15, I and J).
• Medium and long-distance views from local landscape to the south: Medium-distance
views from the south are limited to the elevated hill off Taylor’s Lane where there is a
glimpsed view from the lane and views from footpath N46/17 of the southernmost site
fields. There are brief views seen from footpath S10/18 from a section to the north-west of
Short Wood towards Fields 10, 11 and 13. Distant views from the local landscape to the
south are restricted due to intervening landform and vegetation (see Viewpoints 8, 9 and H)
• Medium and long-distance views from the east: Views of the Site from the east are limited
to a medium-distance view from The Green, Kingston; medium-distance views from
elevated sections of Pleck Lane between Fir Tree Farm and the western edge of Pleck; and
some sections of footpaths N41/9-11, west of Wonston. Long-distance views of the Site
from the wider landscape to the east are limited to private views from dwellings on the
edge of Silly Hill (see Viewpoints 1, 2, 3 and 22).
• Medium and long-distance views from the Dorset AONB: There are medium-distance
views of the Site from some areas in the vicinity of Stoke Wake, and there are potential
distant views from some areas of Rawlsbury Camp Hill Fort, Bulbarrow Hill, Woolland Hill,
Ibberton Hill, the eastern flank of Knoll (south of Sharnill), Dungeon Hill Fort, the
Dorsetshire Gap, Lyscombe Hill and Ball Hill (see Viewpoints 4, 5, 11, 12, A, B, C, D, E, F and
G).
Types of Visual Receptors
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181.

Having conducted the Site visits and analysed the views from the 32 viewpoint locations the
following receptors have been identified as having the potential to be affected by the Proposed
Development.

182.

The Dorset AONB –Views out of the AONB are limited to the higher lying ridgelines and elevated
slopes where vegetation does not obstruct views. Long-distance and/or middle-distance views
towards the Site can be seen or glimpsed for the following visual receptor groups:
• Rawlsbury Camp Hill Fort recreational users: The Site is not evident in the extensive crossvalley panoramic views. Intervening vegetation and landform obscures views of Blackmore
Vale from the hill fort. However, there are glimpsed views of the Site. The Site sits low
within the view with partial long-distance views of the southern fields, which form a very
small part of the view. See Viewpoint 5.
• Dungeon Hill Fort recreational users: The Site is not evident in the extensive cross-valley
panoramic views. The Site sits low within the view with intervening vegetation screening
most of the Site except for a partial long-distance view of the northern and southern-most
fields, which form a very small part of the view. See Viewpoint 12.
• Knoll recreational users: The elevated eastern flank of the Knoll, south of Sharnill, offers
extensive panoramic views across the Blackmore Vale. The Site sits low within the longdistance of the view and forms a very small part of the distant backdrop to the view. See
Viewpoints A and 11.
• Ball Hill recreational users: The elevated vantage point offers extensive panoramic views of
Blackmore Vale. The Site sits low within the long-distance view and forms part of the
backdrop to the view. See Viewpoint B.
• Dorsetshire Gap recreational users: This ridge top offers extensive panoramic views across
the elevated chalk escarpment landscape on the northern edge of the Dorset AONB and the
lower lying landscape of the Blackmore Vale beyond. The Site sits low in the far distance of
the view and forms a distant backdrop to the view. See Viewpoint C.
• White Hill/Stoke Wake recreational users: This elevated valley slope offers long-distance
views across the Blackmore Vale. The Site sits low within the middle-distance of the view
where visible. See Viewpoints 4 and D.
• Ibberton Hill recreational users: This elevated, upper ridgeline slope offers extensive,
panoramic, far-reaching views across the Blackmore Vale. The Site sits low within the longdistance of the view and forms part of the backdrop to the view. See Viewpoint E.
• Bulbarrow Hill and Woolland Hill recreational users: This elevated, upper ridgeline slope
offers sweeping, far-reaching views across the elevated chalk escarpment landscape on the
northern edge of the Dorset AONB and the lower-lying landscape of the Blackmore Vale
beyond. The Site sits low in the long-distance of the view and forms a distant backdrop to
the view. See Viewpoint F.
• Lyscombe Hill recreational users: This elevated slope offers a view through a gap in the
elevated chalk escarpment landscape of the Dorset AONB towards the extensive, lowerlying landscape of the Blackmore Vale beyond. The Site sits low in the far distance of the
views and forms a distant backdrop to the view. See Viewpoint G.

183.

There are very limited instances to the east and north of the Site where the Site is visible in the
view outside of the Dorset AONB where the AONB forms part of the backdrop (i.e. looking into
the AONB):
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• Private views from properties on the edge of Silly Hill: The Site would sit low within the
long-distance views where it may be evident in the view and form part of the backdrop to
the view with the AONB forming the skyline of the view. Intervening vegetation assists in
filtering views of the panels. See Viewpoint 22.
• Public views from Hazelbury Bryan Cemetery: The Site sits low within the long-distance
view and is not evident in the view, making up a very small part of the view, where
intervening built form obscures most of the Site from view. The AONB forms the skyline to
the view. See Viewpoint 21.
• Public views from PRoW N41/9-11, Wonston: The Site is evident in the middle-distance of
the view from this vantage point. The AONB forms the skyline to the view. See Viewpoints 2
and 3.
• Public views from The Green, Kingston: The Site sits low within the long-distance view that
is gained from the open space where the AONB forms part of the skyline to the view. See
Viewpoint 1.
• Public views from PRoW N49/11 and N49/7: The Site sits low in the middle-distance of the
view with the AONB forming the skyline to the view. See Viewpoints 15, I and J.
184.

Recreational – There are numerous PRoWs (footpaths and bridleways) throughout the local
landscape. Views of the Site are limited due to intervening landform and vegetation. The
following recreational receptors in the local landscape with views of the Site were identified:
• Footpaths N14/10 and N14/11 (Wonston, Hazelbury Bryan): The Site is partially obscured
by intervening vegetation with some direct views into the Site. The Site lies low within the
cross-valley views and does not form part of the skyline. See Viewpoint 2 and 3.
• The Hardy Way (including Footpath N41/9 Hazelbury Bryan): The Site is obscured by
intervening vegetation and built form with a brief glimpsed view into the south of the Site
seen from a short section of Footpath N41/9. The Site lies low within the cross-valley view
and does not form part of the skyline. See Viewpoint 3.
• Footpath N46/17 (Taylor’s Lane): The Site is partially obscured by intervening vegetation
with direct views of parts of the southernmost fields. The Site lies low within the crossvalley views and does not form part of the distant skyline. See Viewpoint 8.
• Footpath N49/7 (North Dairy Farm): Multiple layers of intervening vegetation obscures the
Site from view. There is a heavily filtered glimpse of the Site from the trackway between
the barns at North Dairy Farm. See Viewpoint 15.
• Footpath N46/28 and Bridleway N46/21 (near Old Boywood Farm): The field boundary
hedgerows provide robust screening of the Site. See Viewpoint 16.
• Bridleway N46/21 (North Dairy Farm): Field boundary hedgerows screen the Site from view.
In winter there are filtered views of the adjacent fields where hedges are less dense or
where there is a direct view through a field gate. There is a direct view of the northern most
field as it is elevated and forms part of the skyline (see Viewpoint 17). There is also an
oblique, glimpsed view towards Fields 6 and 7 through gaps in hedgerow vegetation.
• Footpath N46/20 and N46/19 (Dairy House Farm): Field boundaries robustly screen the Site
from view in all instances apart from the gaps where there is a field gate and pedestrian
gate. See Viewpoint 19.
• Footpath N46/20 (North Dairy Farm): The footpath runs through the southernmost part of
the Site. It has been partially diverted and runs through three fields along the field margins.
Views are limited by the undulating landform and vegetation with views into adjoining
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fields where there are breaks in the hedgerows. Views out to the surrounding landscape are
limited to the higher lying ridges to the south of the Site. See Viewpoint 20.
• Footpath N49/11: Field boundaries screen some views towards the Site. There are glimpsed
distant and middle-distance views towards the northern, eastern and central fields in the
Site during the summer months, and partial distant and middle-distance views towards
these parts of the Site in the winter months. See Viewpoints I and J.
• Bridleway S10/18: Field boundary and tree vegetation of Short Wood screen most views
towards the Site, with partial views towards Fields 10 and 11 seen briefly beyond
intervening hedgerow vegetation from higher ground to the south-west of the Site. See
Viewpoint H.
185.

Road users (motorists) - Direct views of the Site from local roads are greatly reduced due to
intervening vegetation. The lanes have very narrow verges limiting their use for pedestrians. The
following road user receptors with views of the Site were identified:
• Pleck Hill (Lane) motorists: There are fleeting, oblique glimpses of the Site over the hedges
flanking the lane between Fir Tree Farm and the entrance to Dairy House Farm (see
Viewpoint 6). There is also a glimpsed view towards Field 7 seen on the descent down Pleck
Lane from the western edge of Pleck.
• Taylor’s Lane motorists: This is a very narrow lane flanked by high hedges. There is one
fleeting view of the Site seen through a field gate obliquely and over roadside hedgerow
vegetation (when recently clipped). See Viewpoint 9.

186.

Residential - views of the Site from residential properties are very limited and, in most
instances, limited to 1st floor rooms oriented towards the Site. The analysis has been carried out
from external spaces within the public domain, and not from buildings or private spaces. The
following residential receptors with possible views of the Site were identified:
• Silly Hill: The properties on the southern edge of the hamlet have cross-valley views out
over Blackmore Vale to the distant chalk ridges. The Site sits low within the view and is
partially screened by intervening vegetation. See Viewpoint 22.
• The Green, Kingston: The properties have cross-valley views out over Blackmore Vale to the
surrounding chalk ridges. The Site sits low within the view and is partially screened by
intervening landform and vegetation. The Site is not visible from gardens or ground floor
rooms. There may be medium distance views from 1st floor rooms, but the Site would not
be evident in these views as it sits low within the view and is partially screened by
intervening vegetation. See Viewpoint 1.
• Hazelbury Bryan (properties on the western edge of The Orchard and De Briane Close):
There are no views of the Site from gardens or ground floor rooms. There may be a very
limited number of views from first floor rooms from properties orientated towards the Site.
• Fir Tree Farm – The farmhouse lies on an elevated ridgeline. There are no views of the Site
from the garden or ground floor rooms as these are screened by a hedge. There may be
views of the Site from first floor rooms. See Viewpoint 6.
• Dairy House Farm: The garden and ground floor rooms have no views of the Site. There may
be one filtered partial view of the Site from a first floor room orientated towards the Site
(see photo below).
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• Boywood Farm: There are filtered views into a very small area of the Site directly opposite
the farmhouse where post and wire fencing marks the field boundaries (see photo below).
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6.8 Assessment of Likely Effects
Classification of Resources
Landscape Resources
187.

The threshold and terminology referred to in this section are set out in Appendix 6.1 and
Appendix 6.2. The classification of the sensitivity of the landscape character and landscape
resources is related to:
• The susceptibility of the landscape;
• The type of change proposed; and
• The value placed on the landscape.
Landscape Susceptibility

188.

It is relevant to note that the only scheme elements/ characteristics of a solar development
‘which is considered to offer sufficient variation to have a significant impact on landscape
sensitivity is the overall size of the solar PV development in terms of the land area covered by
panels.’ That is, ‘in general, the larger the Proposed Development the greater its impact is likely
to be, but the characteristics of the landscape in which it is sited may either emphasise or
diminish this impact.’5

189.

This is the susceptibility of a landscape which is defined as the ability of the landscape to
accommodate the Proposed Development without undue consequences for the maintenance of
the baseline landscape conditions.

190.

The classification of susceptibility to change is based on our experience as Landscape Architects,
we apply the thresholds of susceptibility as high, medium and low (see Appendix 6.2, Table
6.1.2).

191.

The extant Site consists of 11 agricultural fields (pasture and arable), which forms part of a rural
landscape that includes large agricultural farm buildings, small farmsteads, cottages, small
villages and light industrial units. In addition to this there is an electrical substation
approximately 2.77 km to the north-west of the Site and high-voltage overhead cables (which
are at ca. 0.16 km spacing) crossing through the north-western field parcels of the Site. A small
solar array (0.5ha) lies approximately 1 km to the north-east of the Site but has no
interrelationship with the Site.

192.

The assessment of the susceptibility of the receiving landscape of the Site and its immediate
surroundings is based on the following elements as set out in Appendix 6.3 - Table 7: Landscape
characteristics and their susceptibility to Solar PV development (Landscape Sensitivity to Wind
and Solar Energy Development in North Dorset District, LUC, April 2014) includes the following
criteria set out below.
• Scale and complexity of landform: The fields vary in scale ranging from small to medium.
There is a distinct variation in topography across the Site that ranges from flat (8, 9, 12, 16)
to gently sloping and uniform (4, 6 to 7, 17) and rolling/ undulating (10, 11, 13).
• Scale and complexity of land use & field pattern: The Site and local context is a mixed
pastoral and arable landscape with variation in field sizes and shapes (including some
geometric field shapes) with some semi-natural landcover along the water corridors.

5 Landscape Sensitivity to Wind and Solar Energy Development in North Dorset District, LUC, April 2014, p31, paragraph 6.7.

Aardvark EM Limited January 2022 Page 47

North Dairy Farm Solar Park – R007: Environmental Statement – Chapter 6

• Visual exposure: The Site in itself does not have a high scenic value. It is predominately
arable land with detracting features such as post and wire fencing and overhead highvoltage pylons. The Site is located within the floodplain and is generally low-lying, and
therefore does not provide a skyline backdrop to a neighbouring area. The nature of the
undulating topography and screening effect of woodland and hedgerow vegetation also
reduces the visual exposure of the Site. For example, there is no visual connection between
the landscapes of the Old Rectory and Cannington Court. There is, however, a visual
connection between the Site and the following landscapes that would have high visual
sensitivity:
A - Dorset AONB, where the Site forms a very small part of panoramic views gained from
sections of PRoWs and access land within the AONB, as described in paragraph 182.
B – A limited number of areas to the east and north of the Site, and within the Site,
where there are distant views across the Site towards the elevated landscape of the
Dorset AONB chalk escarpment, as described in paragraph 183.
C – Hazelbury Bryan (Wonston) CA – the Site is visible from the fields to the west of the
CA. However, the CA is limited to the footprint of the historic core and does not
include fields to the west of the village. The Hazelbury Bryan Neighbourhood Plan
notes that there is no appraisal for the CA that would identify if setting were
important in its designation.
• Development and activity: The Site includes both traditional pasture and modern intensive
arable farmland and forms part of a working agricultural landscape. It retains some
naturalistic curved boundaries defined by watercourses but also straight channels and
straight sided field boundaries with hedgerow trees with some loss of historic field
boundaries. The Site includes some modern development/ detracting features such as the
concrete track and high-voltage pylons. This is typical of the wider landscape too where
many of the surrounding farms include both pasture and arable fields. There are also views
from the Site towards farms and large-scale farm buildings in the wider surrounding
landscape, particularly to the east, south-east and south of the Site, including large-scale
farm buildings at Fir Tree Farm which form a local landmark on a local ridgeline to the
south-east of the Site.
193.

Considering the landscape baseline set out in Section 6.7, the criteria set out above as per
Appendix 6.3, and the criteria set out in Appendix 6.1 – Table 6.1.2, the susceptibility of the
receiving landscape of the Site and its immediate surroundings to accommodate the
development (changes to the Site) is high to medium.
Landscape Value

194.

The Site is not subject to any landscape designation that would indicate its value. However, it
does fall within the setting of the Dorset AONB and therefore the contribution the Site makes
towards the AONB Special Qualities should be considered.

195.

In order to determine whether the landscape of the Site itself and its immediate surroundings
are valued, the GLVIA3 approach has been adopted within this Chapter. This is analysed in
accordance with GLVIA3 Box 5.1 and TGN 02/21 (See Appendix 6.1, which sets out the criteria)
and is set out in Table 6.2 below.

196.

For each of these considerations, there is a range from ‘high’ through to ‘medium’ to ‘low’ in
terms of the performance of the landscape against these criteria. In the table below these issues
are considered in relation to the Site and the nature of the Proposed Development. The final
assessment of value is based at the scale at which the landscape is perceived rather than on a
field-by-field basis.
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197.

On a local level the Site forms part of the setting to the local villages and part of the visual
amenity of local PRoWs and is therefore considered to be of local value. The Site also forms part
of a very brief view glimpsed obliquely from a short section of footpath N41/9, which forms part
of the Hardy Way Long Distance Route and which has national value.

The Site forms a very small part of the wider setting of the Dorset AONB that includes the Blackmore
Vale. The Blackmore Vale contributes towards the scenic quality of views into and out of the AONB. As
agricultural land the Site contributes towards the green, patchwork, rural character of the landscape
that is characteristic of these views.
Table 6.2: Factors contributing towards landscape value of the Site and the local landscape
Criteria

Observations/Comments

Natural Heritage
1.1.1.1.1

The Site and the immediate surrounding area form part of a river corridor which has local
ecological conservation interest.

1.1.1.1.2

1.1.1.1.3
Cultural Heritage

Apart from Field 4, where there are records of cultivation remains, there are no other historical
conservation interests within the Site. There are Grade II listed buildings located at Old Boywood
Farm to the north-east of the Site and Canning Court to the south-west of the Site, and there are
a couple of grade II* listed buildings and a grade II listed building at The Old Rectory west-northwest of the Site. Elsewhere in the local landscape, cultural heritage interests are largely limited to
listed buildings associated with the settlement of Mappowder to the south-south-east of the Site
and the Hazelbury Bryan CA to the east of the Site.

1.1.1.1.4

Landscape 1.1.1.1.5
Condition

Key elements which contribute towards the strength of the local landscape character and quality
are the vegetated water corridors and field boundaries. The hedgerows are variable in condition
but generally well maintained with oak hedgerow trees and oak in field trees. The water corridors
tend to have a more natural character and are less intensively managed.

1.1.1.1.6

The field pattern and scale of the Site has changed from that shown on the 1st Edition 25” OS map
(c.1888). There has been considerable loss of historic field boundaries resulting in larger fields
suitable for modern arable farming, which has replaced traditional pastoral farming (Fields 6, 7, 9,
10, 11 and 13). A small woodland copse has been lost (Field 9) on Site as well as a woodland block
(Humber Wood) adjacent to the Site. This is typical of the changes within the wider landscape,
where there is a change from pastoral to arable farming.

1.1.1.1.7

The Site also includes a modern concrete track flanked by post-and-wire fencing, which is in good
condition but may be considered a detracting element within the landscape. There are also highvoltage pylons (approximately 0.16 km spacing) cutting through Fields 6, 7 and 16, which are
detracting elements within the landscape.

1.1.1.1.8

Overall, there is sense of some degradation and loss of key landscape elements (hedges,
woodland blocks, copses and traditional pasture) across the local landscape.
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Associations

Approximately 0.8 km east of the Site lies the Long-Distance Route (349 km) – Hardy Way, which
explores the ‘Wessex of author Thomas Hardy’. The Site forms part of the setting of the route where
it passes through Hazelbury Bryan.
There is an association to the local area with the heyday of hunting (Tales of Good Sport - Stories of
Fantastic Days Fox-Hunting from the Great Estates of England, Read Books, 2011) but there are no
particular associations with the Site itself.

1.1.1.1.9

William Barnes was born and brought up in the Blackmore Vale. His poetry references his passion
for the Vale landscape, but there are no particular associations with the Site itself.

Distinctiveness
1.1.1.1.10

The Site does not contain particular features or elements which are considered particularly unique
or rare within the landscape. The Site includes water corridors, hedges, hedgerow trees and field
trees which are typical of the wider landscape and contribute towards the overall character of the
local landscape. There are, however, distant views across the local landscape towards the distinctive
landform of the Dorset AONB chalk escarpment.

1.1.1.1.11

Recreational1.1.1.1.12

A PRoW Footpath (N46/20) runs through Fields 13 and 11 and the public also using a route through
Field 10. There are also a number of footpaths and a bridleway (N46/19, 21, 28, N49/4,11) in close
proximity of the Site. These routes are generally informal paths along field margins, often not well
signposted and are of local recreational value forming part of a larger network within the wider
landscape that has many PRoW routes. The Hardy Way (a nationally significant long-distance route)
extends broadly north-to-south through the local landscape to the east of the Site. Further afield, in
the AONB, there are numerous PRoW and areas of access land giving recreational access to the
landscape of the chalk escarpment and its foothills, including the Wessex Ridgeway and the Hardy
Way.

1.1.1.1.13

Perceptual –1.1.1.1.14
Scenic

The Site forms a very small part of the distant backdrop of a view across the Blackmore Vale seen
from the north-facing scarp slopes of the Dorset AONB on the Wessex Ridgeway at Woolland Hill at
a marked viewpoint on OS 1:25,000 maps. The gently undulating landscape of the Site exhibits
features typical to the prevailing character type, but the arable fields, concrete track and pylons
combine with the local prominence of large-scale farm buildings to reduce the scenic value of the
Site and its immediate surrounding area in the context of the wider Blackmore Vale landscape.

1.1.1.1.15

Perceptual –1.1.1.1.16
Wildness and
Tranquillity

The Site and the immediate surrounding area comprise a working, agricultural landscape. Although
tranquillity is cited as a characteristic of both the Blackmore Vale and South Blackmore Rolling Vale
LCAs of which the Site forms a part, locally, across the Site and the immediate surrounding
landscape, the relative tranquillity of the landscape is reduced by the presence of wooden pylons,
high-voltage overhead power lines and large-scale, modern agricultural buildings.

1.1.1.1.17

Functional 1.1.1.1.18

The Site and the local surrounding landscape form a transitional landscape between the relatively
lower-lying Blackmore Vale LCA and the more strongly undulating South Blackmore Rolling Vale LCA.
As part of these two LCAs, the Site also forms a very small part of the wider landscape setting of the
Dorset AONB.

198.

Considering the key elements above, the landscape value of the Site and the immediate
surrounding area is judged to be high to medium value within its wider landscape context. This
is an undesignated, working agricultural landscape that contributes to the overall landscape
value of the wider landscape as a setting for the nationally valued recreational and landscape
resources of the Hardy Way, the Wessex Ridgeway, and the Dorset AONB, but includes some
detracting elements.
Landscape Sensitivity

199.

The classification of the sensitivity of the landscape (the Site and its immediate surroundings) is
related to the Site’s susceptibility to the proposed change and the quality of the factors that
determine its value. The receiving landscape is considered to have a high to medium landscape
value and a high to medium susceptibility to the proposed change.
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200.

The key consideration in assessing the Site’s landscape sensitivity to solar development is the
extant field pattern and scale of the landscape as well as the complexity of land use that
contributes towards the prevailing landscape character. The Site consists of mixed pastoral and
arable fields with some semi-natural water corridors. Fields are of small-medium size, some of
which are geometric in shape, with the medium sized fields resulting from a loss of historic field
boundaries due to intensification of farming for arable use. The Proposed Development
responds to the extant field pattern and include opportunities to restore lost hedgerow field
boundaries that will strengthen the landscape structure. In determining the landscape
sensitivity, the degree to which the more homogenous and engineered appearance of the solar
farm will contrast with the more natural textures of the landscape is relevant.

201.

As the Site lies within the setting of the AONB, the effect of the Proposed Development on the
special qualities of the AONB carries weight. The overall high sensitivity to solar developments
>30 ha of the host LCAs of the South Blackmore Rolling Vales and Blackmore Vale assessed by
the Landscape Sensitivity to Wind and Solar Energy Development in North Dorset District (LUC,
April 2014) also carries weight.

202.

There are, however, a number of moderating landscape features within the local context of the
Site that affect the specific sensitivity of the Site’s landscape to the proposed change. These
include:
• the local topography includes undulating landform and some uniformly, gently sloping
fields, which combine to limit areas from which there are direct views into the Site from the
local landscape;
• a strong landscape structure which compartmentalises the local landscape and further
reduces opportunities of views towards the Site;
• the visibility of the elevated, western settlement edge of Hazelbury Bryan across the local
landscape;
• the influence of existing energy infrastructure on the local character of the landscape, in
the form of wooden pylons and high-voltage overhead power lines;
• the concentration of farms and the presence of large-scale modern farm buildings to the
east and the south of the Site (including the large-scale farm buildings at Fir Tree Farm on
the ridgeline to the south-east of the Site which forms a local landmark in views seen to and
from the AONB across the local landscape); and
• the localised reduction in the sense of relative tranquillity and remoteness experienced
within the Site and nearby local landscape as a consequence of the above three
characteristics of the local landscape.

203.

These moderating factors reduce the sensitivity of the Site and the local landscape to the
Proposed Development. This is illustrated by Viewpoints 2, I and J where there are long-distance
views towards the chalk escarpment of the AONB seen across the Site from the local landscape
to either the east (Viewpoint 2) or the north of the Site (Viewpoints I and J). In each of these
views, existing development in the foreground or middle-ground is cited in Table 7 of Landscape
Sensitivity to Wind and Solar Energy Development in North Dorset District (LUC, April 2014) as
reducing a landscape’s sensitivity to solar development (such as large-scale modern farm
buildings, settlement fringes, and/or existing pylons and high-voltage power lines).

204.

Overall, it is judged that the Site and the immediate surrounding landscape (including the
Blackmore Vale and South Blackmore Rolling Vale LCAs within 1.1 km of the Site) has a high to
medium landscape sensitivity to the change that would result from the Proposed Development.
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205.

For the purposes of the assessment of indirect landscape effects on the landscape beyond the
Site’s immediate locality, the following landscape sensitivities will apply, in accordance with
Appendix 6.1, Table 6.1.3 and/or Landscape Sensitivity to Wind and Solar Energy Development
in North Dorset District (LUC, April 2014):
• Blackmore Vale LCA and Clay Vale LCT greater than 1.1 km from the Site – high sensitivity
• South Blackmore Rolling Vale LCA and Rolling Vales LCT greater than 1.1 km from the Site –
high sensitivity
• For landscape receptors within the Dorset AONB the following landscape sensitivities will
apply:
• Blackmore Vale LCA and Clay Vale LCT– high sensitivity, due to its key visual and perceptual
characteristics of, ‘vast open skies with a strong sense of rural tranquillity’.
• North Dorset Escarpment LCA and Chalk Ridge/Escarpment LCT – high sensitivity, due to its
key visual and perceptual characteristics of, ‘a textured appearance of scrub and significant
darker areas of woodland. It has a powerful, dramatic appearance due to its open and
exposed nature with commanding views of the Blackmore Vale’.

Visual Resources
Sensitivity of Visual Receptors
206.

The susceptibility of the visual receptor to changes in views and visual amenity is dependent on
the activity of the people experiencing the view and the extent to which their attention is
focused on the view they are experiencing. This will influence the value attached to particular
views, along with the value of the landscape seen in the view, and when combined with its
susceptibility to change, the likely sensitivity of the visual receptor is identified.

207.

The following visual receptors (where the Site is visible in the view) and their associated
sensitivity to change have been identified (refer to Appendix 6.1, Table 6.1.4 ):
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Table 6.3: Assessment of factors which contribute towards visual receptor sensitivity
Visual Receptor
Groups
Local road users
(Viewpoints 6
and 9)
Local PRoW
users and
visitors to
Hazelbury
Bryan Cemetery
(Viewpoints 2,
7, 8, 10, 13, 14,
15, 16, 17, 18,
19, 20, H, I and
J)
Users of the
Hardy Way
(Viewpoint 3)
PRoW and
access land
users within the
Dorset AONB
(Viewpoints 4,
5, 11, 12, A, B,
C, D, E and F)
Local Residents
(Viewpoints 1
and 22)

Value Attached to Views

Visual Susceptibility (Activity of Users)

Sensitivity to
Visual Change

High to medium value – for views seen
towards the local landscape, which is judged
to have a high to medium landscape value.

Medium to low – road users primarily using the
local road network on a functional basis to
travel between settlements in the area, with a
transient interest in their surroundings.

Medium

High to medium value – for views seen
towards the local landscape, which is judged
to have a high to medium landscape value.

High to medium – where users of local rights of
way are likely to have an interest in appreciating
local views as part of their activities using the
local rights of way network.

High to
medium

High to medium value – for views seen
towards the local landscape, which is judged
to have a high to medium landscape value.

High - people who are engaged in leisure
activities intrinsic to which is an appreciation of
the landscape and its associations with the
literary works of the author Thomas Hardy.

High

High value – for views seen across a highly
valued, nationally designated landscape.

High - people who are engaged in leisure
activities intrinsic to which is an appreciation of
the special visual qualities of the surrounding
nationally designated landscape.

High

High to medium value – for views seen
beyond dwelling boundaries towards the local
landscape, which is judged to have a high to
medium landscape value.

High – views seen from residential dwellings
contribute to the landscape setting enjoyed by
residents on a daily basis.

High
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Assessment of Effects
208.

This section sets out the potential impacts on receptors as a result of the scheme and their
significance, taking into account embedded mitigation.

209.

For the purpose of progressing a robust assessment, a master plan, detailed sections and a LEEP
(see Appendix 6.4b) have been prepared in conjunction with the wider technical team. In
addition to this LVIA, photomontages have been prepared for selected viewpoints to gain a
greater understanding of the magnitude of change within close views of the Site and also views
seen from further afield from the Dorset AONB (see Appendices 6.5 and 6.6).

210.

A Glint and Glare Impact Assessment has been undertaken to inform appropriate mitigation
measures. Refer to Document Ref: R014.

211.

An Arboricultural Impact Assessment has been undertaken, which assesses the impact of the
Proposed Development on the existing surveyed tree stock. Refer to Document Ref: R017.

212.

The effect of lighting does not form part of this assessment.

213.

The sensitivity of the various receptors has been set out within this section. This sub-section
now considers the magnitude of change and significance of effect, based on the scheme
proposed. Reference should be made to Appendix 6.2, Tables 6.2.1 to 6.2.4 for the terms used
in this section.

214.

The significance of any landscape and visual effect is a function of the sensitivity (high, medium
or low) of the affected landscape resources and visual receptors against the magnitude of
change (very large, large, medium, small, negligible) that they would experience. As appropriate
and in accordance with the published guidance, professional judgement is used in the
assessment of effects.

Construction Phase
215.

There will be a number of activities associated with the development of the Site. The
construction phase will be subject to a Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP)
(see Document Ref: R010) implemented to control construction related impacts. The following
temporary impacts relevant to this Chapter will occur during the construction phase:
• Excavation and storage of spoil material associated with the development;
• Where the cable alignment crosses through hedges, routine practice would be to create a
small opening approximately 3 m wide to facilitate installation, which will be replanted;
• Lighting of the construction Site, as necessary during the winter months, subject to a CEMP
and compliance with appropriate conditions;
• During construction one construction compound would serve the Site and this will be
located adjacent to the farm, thus reducing the distance delivery vehicles will need to travel
after reaching the Site's entrance;
• Vehicles associated with the delivery of materials and staff, and movements within the Site
necessary for moving building materials;
• Temporary portable buildings to be used for offices, welfare and toilet facilities;
• Containerised storage areas;
• Parking for construction vehicles and workers’ vehicles;
• Temporary hard standing;
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• Temporary gated compound;
• Wheel washing facilities and road sweeper if ground conditions require, preventing mud
and loose material being transferred onto the local highway network;
• Fencing of the Site for health and safety purposes and to protect existing vegetation from
construction activities;
• Construction of new infrastructure;
• Removal of some vegetation so as to implement the Proposed Development; and
• Implementation of new landscape proposals incorporating boundary planting and
ecological improvements.
216.

Existing trees and hedgerows that are to be retained within the Proposed Development will be
protected during construction activity. Measures will be implemented to ensure that
trees/hedgerows which will not be removed do not suffer direct damage through operations onSite or indirect damage from spillages within the root zone or storage, causing root compaction
in accordance with BS 5837:2012 and the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations,
2010.
Magnitude of Change to the Landscape

217.

During the construction phase, the activities and machinery on the Site will introduce
uncharacteristic elements and activities into the landscape, resulting in a temporary large and
adverse magnitude of change that would be limited to the Site area and its immediate context.
Visual Magnitude of Change

218.

During the construction phase, activity on the Site, movement of materials and construction
traffic will introduce movement and incongruous elements including fencing, machinery and
construction workers. Hoarding to Site boundaries may serve to screen some construction
activities.

219.

Considering the above factors, the visual magnitude of change during the construction phase
will be large and adverse, reflecting the degree of change in the context and composition of the
view. However, these effects would primarily be temporary in nature.
Significance of Effect

220.

Landscape Effects: In terms of the character of the Site and its immediate context, the character
of the area will experience localised and notable change with the introduction of elements and
features associated with the construction process which are uncharacteristic of the Site and the
adjoining landscape. This disruption will last for the duration of the build. In the lifetime of the
development the construction phase landscape effects are of major to moderate and adverse
significance but are localised and short-term.

221.

Visual Effects: During the construction phase of the development programme, there will be
continuous change to the landscape of the Site and the views experienced by residents, those
using the landscape for recreation and those travelling through the area. It is generally
recognised that this is the most disruptive phase of the development.

222.

The character and composition of the views will change. These will include incongruent
elements, such as movement within the landscape (people and construction vehicles),
scaffolding, hoarding and construction paraphernalia. The views will experience frequent
change on a daily basis; however, the duration of this change is limited and short-term. In the
lifetime of the development the construction phase visual effects are of major to moderate and
adverse significance but are localised and short-term.
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Operational Phase
223.

The completed development will result in the following visible changes that will last for
approximately 35 years until decommissioned. These will be:
• A change in land use from the existing undeveloped land to a renewable energy Site that
includes static solar PV panels, inverter stations, transformers, a sub-station with additional
crushed stone tracks and fencing with CCTVs.
• During the operational phase, the activities on Site would amount to servicing of plant and
equipment and vegetation management. The Landscape and Ecological Management Plan
(LEMP) (Document Ref: R009) sets out how the land would be managed throughout the
operational phase of development.

224.

On farmland outside of the proposed solar farm, farming operations would remain unchanged.
Within the solar farm sheep grazing will be introduced to maintain the grassland for ecological
and biodiversity enhancements, thus retaining (and in some areas restoring) pasture as a landuse within the Site.

225.

The solar farm would export renewable energy to the grid for 35 years following which it would
be decommissioned. Proposed hedgerows, hedge trees, field trees and woodland planting
proposed for the Site would be retained as a long-term landscape legacy.
Change to Landscape Features on the Site

226.

Upon completion, the development will introduce a solar farm with landscape enhancements
that will be decommissioned in 35 years. Key existing landscape features (vegetation, water
corridors and topography) will be retained, and the scale and pattern of the landscape, as
demonstrated by the retention of field boundaries, will be maintained. The Proposed
Development would, to a large extent, be visually contained within the wider landscape through
the existing landscape structure within the Site. However, there would be an increase in the
existing influence of energy infrastructure on the character of the local landscape. The following
landscape elements and features would contribute towards the landscape character of the Site
as a consequence of the Proposed Development:
• Landform: there would be no discernible change to the topography of the Site. The
magnitude of change to landform would therefore be negligible.
• Landscape Structure: The mitigation planting will strengthen the landscape structure of the
Site through the restoration of hedgerow field boundaries, and the planting of hedgerow
trees, field trees, tree belts and small areas of woodland. There would also be swales
introduced to the Site, improved management of existing watercourses and hedges as well
as areas of new grassland underneath and around the panels that will replace arable fields.
Planting will be deciduous in nature to reflect the characteristic seasonality of the wider
landscape. The magnitude of change to the Site’s landscape structure would be small and
beneficial following the construction of the Proposed Development, becoming large and
beneficial in the long-term as the landscape mitigation proposals become established and
mature.
• Land use & field pattern: the extant field pattern will be retained and enhanced through
the reinstatement of lost hedgerow field boundaries. The creation of some smaller fieldscales through sub-division of Fields 6 and 7 would not be at odds with other small-scale
fields in the wider landscape to the north-east of the Site. The current arable and pastoral
land use, which is characteristic of the surrounding landscape would change to a solar
renewable land use with areas of grazed grassland, which will increase the influence of
renewable energy infrastructure on the existing character of the Site. The magnitude of
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change to land use and field pattern would be large to medium and adverse. This would
reduce to medium and adverse in the medium to long-term as the landscape proposals
positively contribute to the structure and texture of the green patchwork pattern of land
uses in the local landscape.
• Visual exposure and interrelationship with the wider landscape: due to the local
topography and the relatively low-lying nature of the Proposed Development, there will be
limited change to the existing visual exposure of the Site. The introduction of solar panels
as a land use within the Site will be noticeable in existing views towards the Site. Views
towards the wooden pylons and high-voltage power lines crossing the Site mean that
energy development already influences the existing character of the local landscape. The
Proposed Development will increase this influence. In the medium to long-term, however,
the proposed new hedges, hedge trees, field trees, tree belts and small woodlands would
reduce visibility of the Site, and the visibility of the proposed solar panels in local views and
also in more far-reaching views towards the Site. The magnitude of change to visual
exposure and the interrelationship with the wider landscape would be large to medium
and adverse following construction, reducing to medium and adverse in the long-term.
Magnitude of Change to Landscape Character (outside of the Dorset AONB)
227.

The changes to the Site landscape features listed above contribute towards the following
changes to landscape character:

228.

Site-specific Landscape Character: At the completion of the construction phase, there would be
a large to medium and adverse magnitude of change to the landscape character of the Site in of
itself. This includes the creation of a significant amount of beneficial landscape structure (in the
form of landscape mitigation – see Appendix 6.4b) and the restoration of grazing pasture as a
land-use in some parts of the Site, balanced against the introduction of solar panels and
associated infrastructure as a new land use within the Site. As the proposed landscape
mitigation becomes established and matures, the magnitude of the direct landscape effects on
the Site would reduce to medium and adverse.

229.

Immediate context of Site/ Local Landscape Character: For the Blackmore Vale LCA lying within
1.1 km of the Site, indirect landscape effects will be largely limited by views towards the Site
being screened by intervening topography, vegetation and/or built form, particularly from
lower-lying areas. There would, however, be some near views seen from the east (see
Viewpoint 17) and middle-distance views seen from the north (see Viewpoints I and J). The scale
of the indirect effect would be large to medium and the extent of the indirect effect would be
small to very small, with a magnitude of change that would be medium to small and adverse.
This magnitude would reduce in the long-term to small and adverse.

230.

For the South Blackmore Rolling Vale LCA lying within 1.1 km of the Site, many indirect
landscape effects would also be limited due to the screening effects of intervening topography
and vegetation. There would, however, be intermittent, middle-distance views towards the
Proposed Development seen from the LCA within 1.1 km to the east and south of the Site (see
Viewpoints 2, 3, 8 and 9), and occasional middle-distance views seen towards the Proposed
Development from a limited number of areas within the LCA to the south-west and west-northwest (see Viewpoints 8, 9, 15 and H). The scale of the indirect effect would be large to medium
and the extent of the indirect effect would be medium to small, with a magnitude of change
that would be medium and adverse. This magnitude would reduce in the long-term to medium
to small and adverse.

231.

Wider Landscape/ District Landscape Character Types and Areas: Beyond 1.1 km, views
towards the Proposed Development from the Blackmore Vale LCA would not be anticipated, and
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the magnitude of indirect landscape effects would, therefore, be negligible. Beyond 1.1 km,
there would be occasional, distant views towards the Proposed Development glimpsed from the
South Blackmore Rolling Vale LCA from the wider landscape to the east of the Site (see
Viewpoint 21). The scale of the indirect effect arising from these occasional views on the South
Blackmore Rolling Vale LCA would be no greater than medium to small and the extent of the
indirect effect would be small to negligible, with a magnitude of change that would be small and
adverse. This magnitude would reduce in the long-term to small to negligible and adverse.
Magnitude of Visual Change to Local Views (excluding views into the Dorset AONB)
• Motorists on Taylor’s Lane (Viewpoint 9): The view of the Proposed Development would be
a brief, middle-distance, partial view towards Fields 12 and 13 seen across a low-clipped
hedgerow adjacent to a field gate on a road bend on Taylor’s Lane. The scale of the visual
effect would be medium to small and the extent of the effect would be small to negligible.
The magnitude of change would be small and adverse. This magnitude would reduce to
small to negligible and adverse in the long-term as the landscape proposals become
established and mature.
• Recreational users of Footpath N46/17 within the wider landscape to the south (Viewpoint
8): The Proposed Development would introduce a new land use to a relatively low-lying
area within the overall composition of the landscape seen obliquely in the middle-distance
of views from an approximate 220 m stretch of this footpath. The Proposed Development
would be seen in the context of existing near views and middle-distance views towards
Hammond Street Farm, Parsonage Farm and/or Boywood Farm. Existing distant views
towards the undulating landscape to the north of the Site and the very distant elevated
horizon line beyond would remain visible. The underlying topography, field scale and field
pattern of the Site would remain legible within the view, and the Proposed Development
would appear comparable in scale with key landscape features, such as Short Wood and
existing hedgerows and trees. The scale of visual effect would be medium to small, and its
extent would be medium to small, with a magnitude of change that would be medium to
small and adverse (see Appendix 6.6, viewpoint 8 at Year 1). In the long-term, the
magnitude of effect would reduce to small and adverse as the landscape proposals become
established and mature (see Appendix 6.6, viewpoint 8 at Year 15).
• Recreational uses of Footpath N46/19 within the wider landscape to the south and southeast: There would be a series of partial, oblique views towards the Proposed Development
seen intermittently from an approximate 600 m stretch of this footpath. In these views,
solar panels in Fields 4, 9, 10, 11 and 13 would be seen in the middle-distance views, with
some near views towards solar panels in Fields 10 and 11 glimpsed obliquely as the
footpath passes the south-east corner of the Site. These views towards the Proposed
Development would be seen in the context of middle-distance views towards Dairy House
Farm, Parsonage Farm and Boywood Farm. The Proposed Development would sit beneath
the wooded horizon, and beneath the elevated landform currently seen in the distance of
the view. The scale and extent of the visual effect would both be large to medium with a
magnitude of effect that would be large to medium and adverse. In the long-term, the
magnitude would reduce to medium and adverse as the landscape proposals become
established and mature.
• Recreational users of Bridleway S10/18 within the wider landscape to the south-west
(Viewpoint H): There would be occasional oblique views towards solar panels in Fields 10,
11 and 13 glimpsed beyond intervening hedgerow vegetation from an approximate 250 m
stretch of this bridleway. The Proposed Development would be seen in the middle-distance
of the view adjacent to buildings at Dairy House Farm, and in the context of a view towards
the western edge of Hazelbury Bryan, seen on the distant horizon beyond. The Proposed
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Development would sit relatively low within the overall composition of the view and the
very distant view currently seen towards the landscape extending beyond the Site to the
north and north-east would remain visible. The scale and extent of the visual effect arising
would both be medium to small. The magnitude of effect would be medium to small and
adverse, reducing to small and adverse in the long-term as the landscape proposals
become established and mature.
• Recreational users of Bridleway N46/21 adjacent to the eastern site boundary (Viewpoints
16 and 17): Solar panels in Field 4 would be seen as a skyline feature in near and middledistance views in the line of travel from an approximate 550 m length of this footpath as
walkers travel north from Pleck Hill (see Appendix 6.6, viewpoint 17 at Year 1). There may
also be oblique views seen towards the upper portions of the substation and the associated
new connecting pylon seen to the west of the bridleway. Although forming a noticeable
change in land use within Field 4, the solar panels would be seen in the context of near and
middle-distance views seen towards wooden pylons and high-voltage power lines to the
south and west of the footpath. The scale and extent of the visual effect would be large,
with a magnitude of effect that would be large and adverse. In the long-term, the
magnitude of the effect would reduce to medium and adverse; the proposed hedge trees
along the south-east boundary of Field 4 would reduce the views towards the solar panels,
and the hedge trees proposed along the north-west boundary of Field 4 would restore
hedge tree vegetation as the landscape feature prevailing across the horizon line (see
Appendix 6.6, viewpoint 17 at Year 15). Tree planting proposed to the west of the footpath
would also reduce any oblique views seen towards the proposed substation and new pylon.
• Recreational users of Footpath N46/22 in the wider landscape to the south-east of the Site:
The Proposed Development may be partially visible, with views filtered by boundary
vegetation. Views would be occasional and fleeting, with a magnitude of change that would
be small and adverse. This would reduce to a small to negligible and adverse magnitude in
the long-term.
• Road users on Pleck Lane (Viewpoint 6): There would be middle-distance, partial views
towards solar panels in Fields 9, 10 and 13, and glimpsed middle-distance views towards
solar panels in Fields 4 and 7 seen obliquely beyond hedgerow vegetation aligning the lane.
These views would be seen by road users travelling north along an approximate 600 m
stretch of the road adjacent to and north of Fir Tree Farm (see Appendix 6.6, viewpoint 6 at
Year 1). There would also be a brief glimpsed, middle-distance view towards solar panels in
Field 7 seen in the direction of travel for road users travelling westwards downhill from the
western edge of Pleck along an approximate 300 m stretch of road. These views towards
the Proposed Development would be seen in the context of existing near and middledistance views towards farm buildings already seen in the local landscape to either side of
the lane, some of which are large in scale. The middle-distance views towards solar panels
would also be seen in the context of existing glimpsed, near and middle-distance views
towards wooden pylons and power lines. The scale of the effect would be large to medium
and the extent would be medium. The magnitude of effect would be medium and adverse.
This would reduce to medium to small and adverse in the long-term as the tree and hedge
tree planting along the east and south-east fringes of the Site become established and
matures (see Appendix 6.6, viewpoint 6 at Year 15).
• Residential properties adjacent to the south-east of the Site at Dairy House Farm: Views of
the Proposed Development would be partial and very limited in extent. The visual
magnitude of change is likely to be small and adverse. This would reduce to a small to
negligible and adverse in the long-term.
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• Residential properties at Boywood Farm to the south-east of the Site: Partial views of the
Proposed Development would be seen and these would be very limited in extent. The visual
magnitude of change is likely to be small to negligible and adverse. This would reduce in
the long-term to negligible as the landscape mitigation proposals become established and
mature.
Magnitude of Visual Change to Local Views into the Dorset AONB
Views from within the Site
• Recreational users of Footpath N46/20 (and the as-used route) within the Site (Viewpoints
19 and 20): The undulating topography of the Site means there is currently a semi-enclosed
character along this path as it extends through the Site. The Proposed Development would
introduce new land use elements that would alter the composition of the view and create a
more enclosed character along the path arising from near views towards solar panels in
Fields 10, 11, 12 and 13. These changes would be experienced along most of the length of
the footpath as it extends through the Site. Distant views east towards Bell Hill in the
AONB, currently seen from the footpath in the south-east of the Site, would be screened by
the Proposed Development. Opportunities for distant views westwards towards Dungeon
Hill Fort in the AONB, currently seen from the footpath as it extends through the Site,
would also be reduced. Beyond the Site, hedgerow vegetation would screen views towards
the Proposed Development with the exception of glimpsed views through occasional gaps
in hedgerow vegetation (see Viewpoint 19). The visual magnitude of change would be large
and adverse at completion. As the landscape mitigation measures become established and
mature, views towards the solar panels would reduce and the magnitude of change would
reduce to medium and adverse.
Views from the East
• Recreational users of Footpath N41/10 (Viewpoint 2): There would be middle-distance
views towards solar panels in Fields 4, 6, 7, 10, 11, 13 and 16 seen obliquely along most of
the length of this footpath (over an approximate distance of 250 m) (see Appendix 6.6,
viewpoint 2 at Year 1). There would also be views towards the upper portion of the
proposed substation and new pylon in Field 6. The solar panels, substation and new pylon
would be seen in the context of the numerous farm buildings and dwellings scattered
across the middle-distance and distance of the view (including those at Star Farm, Grange
Farm, North Dairy Farm, Glebe Farm, Pulham, Boywood Farm, Boywood Cottages, Old
Boywood Cottage, Povert Bridge Farm and Dairy House Farm). The solar panels would also
be seen in the context of existing wooden pylons and high-voltage overhead power lines
spanning the middle-distance of the view. The Proposed Development would not intrude
upon or alter the dominance of the elevated landform of the AONB spanning the distant
sector of the view. As such, the distinctive landform of the chalk escarpment and the
wooded landscape of Dungeon Hill Fort would both remain clearly legible as defining
features of the distant horizon line. The scale and extent of the effect would both be large
to medium. The magnitude of effect would be large to medium and adverse. This would
reduce to medium and adverse in the long-term as the tree planting and hedge tree
planting within the Site and along the north-east, east and south-east fringes of the Site
become established and mature (see Appendix 6.6, viewpoint 2 at Year 15).
• Recreational users of Footpath N41/9 (Hardy Way) (Viewpoint 3): There would be a very
brief view towards solar panels in Fields 10, 11 and 13 seen obliquely from this footpath
from an approximate 30 m stretch in the vicinity of the junction of this footpath with
Footpath N41/11. The solar panels would be glimpsed amongst vegetation in the middledistance of views. The Proposed Development would be seen beyond middle-distance
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views towards Povert Bridge Farm, Boywood Farm and Dairy House Farm. The dominance
of the Dorset AONB escarpment in the distance of the view would remain clearly legible
and distinct beyond the partial, middle-distance view towards the Proposed Development.
The scale of visual effect would be medium to small, and the extent would be negligible.
The magnitude of visual effect would be small to negligible and adverse. In the long-term,
the magnitude of effect would reduce to negligible as the landscape mitigation proposals
become established and mature.
• Recreational users of Footpath N41/11: There would be occasional glimpsed views in the
line of travel seen towards solar panels in Fields 10, 11 and 13 from some of the upper and
mid-slope sections of this footpath (similar to that illustrated by Viewpoint 3). The
Proposed Development would be glimpsed amongst vegetation in the middle-distance of
the views. The Proposed Development would also be seen in the context of near and
middle-distance views towards existing wooden pylons, high-voltage power lines and largescale farm agricultural buildings at Povert Bridge Farm, (as well as middle-distance views
towards Boywood and Dairy House Farm). The existing distant sector of the view and the
dominance of the Dorset AONB escarpment within it would remain legible and distinct
beyond the partial, middle-distance views towards the Proposed Development. The scale of
visual effect would be medium to small, and the extent would be small. The magnitude of
visual effect would be small and adverse. In the long-term, the magnitude of effect would
reduce to small to negligible and adverse as the landscape mitigation proposals become
established and mature.
• Users of Hazelbury Cemetery (Viewpoint 21): There would be a barely perceptible change
to the view where part of the Site may be visible as a distant, background element. The
scale of visual effect would be negligible and the extent would also be negligible, with an
overall negligible magnitude of visual effect.
• Residential properties within the wider landscape to the east at Silly Hill (Viewpoint 22):
The Proposed Development would be perceived as a distant, background component in
views. It would lie low in the overall composition of the distant view. It would not alter the
balance of elements within it and the distinctive landform of the chalk escarpment within
the Dorset AONB would continue to form the dominant element in the elevated backdrop
to the view. The visual magnitude of change would be small to negligible and adverse. In
the long-term, the magnitude of visual effect would reduce to negligible.
• Residential properties within wider landscape to the east at The Green, Kingston (Viewpoint
1): The Proposed Development would be perceived as a background component in views. It
would not alter the dominance or balance of elements within the distant views seen
towards the Dorset AONB, with the distinctive landform of the chalk escarpment and the
wooded crown of Dungeon Hill Fort both remaining clearly legible as the defining features
of the distant horizon line. The visual magnitude of change would be small to negligible and
adverse. In the long-term, the magnitude of visual effect would reduce to negligible.
• Residential Properties in the wider landscape to the east at Fir Tree Farm and western edge
of Hazelbury Bryan: the Proposed Development would not appear out of scale or protrude
above existing elements seen in the middle-distance of the view. The very distant views
currently seen from some of these properties to the west-north-west and north-west
across the wider landscape of the Blackmore Vale (towards the chalk escarpment of the
AONB) would remain visible beyond the Proposed Development. Although the Proposed
Development would increase the influence of energy infrastructure already seen in the
middle-distance of views, this change would be limited to localised private views. The
magnitude of visual change would be medium to small and adverse. In the long-term, as
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the landscape mitigation proposals become established and mature, the magnitude of
visual change would reduce to small and adverse.
Views from the North
• Recreational users of Footpath N49/11 (Viewpoints I and J): There would be partial, middledistance views towards solar panels located in Fields 4, 6, 7, 10, 16 and 17 seen from an
elevated, approximate 190 m section at the northern end of the footpath (see Viewpoint J).
There would also be partial, middle-distance views towards the Proposed Development in
Fields 4, 6, 7, 10, 11, 16 and 17 seen from an approximate 250 m stretch of this footpath as
it extends through the field directly north of Field 4 (see Viewpoint I). There may also be
views towards the upper portions of the proposed substation and new pylon seen from
both of these stretches of the footpath. The solar panels, substation and new pylon would
be seen in the context of views towards the existing wooden pylons and power lines
extending across the middle-distance of the view through the Site. They would also be seen
in the context of middle-distance views towards Dairy House Farm and Fir Tree Farm. The
elevated form of the chalk escarpment in the Dorset AONB would remain a strong feature
as a distinctive backdrop in the overall composition of the view. The scale of effect arising
as seen from the elevated, northern stretch of this footpath would be medium to small, and
the scale of effect on views seen from the lower, southern section as it extends through the
field to the north of Field 4 would be large to medium. The overall scale and extent of the
visual effect for users of this footpath would both be medium, with a magnitude that would
be medium and adverse. In the long-term, the planting proposals would reduce the
visibility of the Proposed Development and the magnitude of effect would reduce to small
and adverse.
• Recreational users of Footpath N49/7 (Viewpoint 15): There would be occasional, middledistance views glimpsed towards Field 17 from stretches of this footpath totalling
approximately 75 m in length to the east and north-east of North Dairy Farm. The Proposed
Development would be seen in the context of existing near views towards North Dairy Farm
and distant views towards Dairy House Farm, Fir Tree Farm and the western edge of
Hazelbury Bryan. The Proposed Development would be relatively low-lying within the
overall composition of the view, and the escarpment of the Dorset AONB would remain
clearly visible as a distinctive backdrop in the distance of the view. The scale of the effect
would be medium to small and the extent of the effect would be small to negligible. The
magnitude of visual effect would be small and adverse. The effect would reduce to a small
to negligible and adverse magnitude as a consequence of the landscape proposals.
Magnitude of Visual Change to Dorset AONB Views into the Site
232.

Factors affecting the nature, scale and extent of the views seen towards the Site from the AONB
are summarised as follows:
Factors Relating to the Landscape of the Site
• The orientation of the slopes within Fields 4 and 10 (see Figure 6.4) increases the likelihood
of views towards this field from the AONB to the south-east, south and south-west of the
Site;
• The orientation of the slopes within Field 13 (see Figure 6.4) increases the likelihood of
views towards this field from the AONB to the south-east and south of the Site;
• The lack of existing hedge trees and/or hedgerow vegetation along the Site’s south-east
boundary increases the likelihood of views towards Fields 6 and 7 from areas of the AONB
to the south-east and south of the Site; and
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• The flatter topography and/or the slope orientation of Fields 8, 9, 11, 12, 16 and 17 means
that solar panels proposed in these fields would be more difficult to discern in distant views
seen towards the Site from the AONB.
Factors Relating to the Landscape of the Dorset AONB
• The sinuous and dissected nature of the chalk escarpment combines with the rolling
topography of the escarpment foothills and the subtle nuances in topography in many
ridgeline locations to reduce the availability of distant views towards the Site for many
areas lying within the ZTV (for example, the lack of or limited visibility of the Site from Ridge
Hill, Buckland Newton; and the intersection of the Hardy Way and Wessex Ridgeway – see
Figures 103a to 103e and Figures 104a to 104b).
• The presence of large and small blocks of woodland combines with outgrown hedgerows
and hedge trees to limit or reduce the availability of views from many mid- and upper-slope
locations within the ZTV (for example, areas at Bulbarrow Hill, Ibberton Hill, Bell Hill,
Rawlsbury Camp, and the Wessex Ridgeway - see Figures 103a to 103e and Figures 104a to
104b).
• Although many upper slope and ridge top areas are located within the ZTV and have (in
theory) very distant views towards the Site, their high elevation results in a perceived
flattening of the Rolling Vale and Clay Vale LCTs seen in the distance of views, making the
Site more difficult to discern, for example at the Dorsetshire Gap and Lyscombe Hill – see
Viewpoints C and G.
Views from the Dorset AONB to the South-east of the Site
• Wessex Ridgeway – There would be intermittent, long-distance views towards the
Proposed Development seen from an approximate 4 km stretch of this long-distance
footpath east of Rawlsbury Camp. In these views, solar panels in the southern parts of the
Site would be partially visible in the distance of the view. They would appear relatively lowlying within the wider clay vale landscape, appearing adjacent to and beneath Hazelbury
Bryan (which sits on elevated land to the east of the Site in views). The characteristic sense
of expansiveness across the Blackmore Vale landscape beyond the Site would remain
clearly visible and legible, as would the distinctive landform and vegetation of Dungeon Hill
Fort as a distant backdrop. Views towards the Proposed Development from this route in the
immediate vicinity of Rawlsbury Camp would be very limited and glimpsed obliquely
amongst tree vegetation (see Viewpoint 5), with a scale of effect that would be negligible.
Further to the east, on Bulbarrow Hill, there would be distant views seen in the direction of
travel along a 400 m stretch of the route. Views would be similar to that illustrated by
Viewpoint F, with partial views towards solar panels in Fields 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 13 with a
scale of effect that would be small (see Appendix 6.6, viewpoint F at year 1). Further to the
east on Woolland Hill and Ibberton Hill (on Belchalwell Street), there would be views seen
obliquely through intermittent gaps in roadside vegetation. Views would be similar to that
illustrated by Viewpoint E, with a small to negligible scale of visual effect. The overall scale
of effect would be small to negligible, and the extent of the effect would be large to
medium. The magnitude of visual effect would be medium to small and adverse. In the
long-term, tree vegetation planted on the south-eastern and southern edges of the Site
would become established and mature. This would provide effective screening towards
solar panels in Field 4, and slightly reduce views towards solar panels in the southern part
of the Site (see Appendix 6.6, viewpoint F at year 15). The proposed planting would also
soften the edges of the Proposed Development and strengthen the vegetation pattern seen
in the distance views seen across the Blackmore Vale. In the long-term, the magnitude of
effect would reduce to small and adverse.
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• Bridleways N43/16, N55/4, N43/32, N55/8 (Ibberton Hill) – There would be brief views
glimpsed among and beyond local woodland and boundary vegetation from these
bridleways as they extend across the upper slopes of Ibberton Hill to the west of the
Wessex Ridgeway. The glimpsed views towards the Proposed Development would be
similar to that illustrated by Viewpoint E, with a scale of visual effect that would be small to
negligible. The extent of the visual effect for users of these Bridleways would be medium to
small, with a magnitude of effect that would be small and adverse. In the long-term, the
magnitude of effect would reduce to small to negligible and adverse as the landscape
proposals become established and mature.
• Access land at Bulbarrow Hill (Viewpoint F) - There would be long-distance views towards
the Proposed Development across parts of the access land, with scrub, shrub and boundary
vegetation within the central area screening some views, and the vegetation in the adjacent
woodland to the north-west screening some views from lower elevations. Where visible,
some areas of solar panels in Fields 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 13 would be seen in the distance of
views (see Appendix 6.6, viewpoint F at year 1). The Proposed Development would appear
relatively low-lying within the wider clay vale landscape, appearing adjacent to and beneath
Hazelbury Bryan and Fir Tree Farm (both of which are seen on elevated land to the east of
the Site in the distance of the view). The undulating topography of the Blackmore Vale and
the mosaic of different land uses scattered across it would both remain legible in the view,
with the solar panels seen in the distance of the view interspersed by blocks of vegetation
and agricultural fields. The sense of expansiveness across the Blackmore Vale landscape
beyond the Site would remain visible, as would the distinctive landform and vegetation of
Dungeon Hill Fort as a distant backdrop. The scale of effect would be small, and the extent
of the effect would be medium. The magnitude of visual effect would be medium to small
and adverse. In the long-term, tree vegetation planted on the south-eastern and southern
edges of the Site would become established and mature. This would provide effective
screening towards solar panels in Field 4, and slightly reduce views towards solar panels in
the southern part of the Site (see Appendix 6.6, viewpoint F at year 15). The proposed
planting would also soften the edges of the Proposed Development and integrate the
blocks of solar panels into the wider mosaic of land uses and textures seen in the view
across the Blackmore Vale. In the long-term, the magnitude of effect would reduce to small
and adverse.
• Footpath N52/6 on White Hill, south of Stoke Wake (Viewpoint D) - There would be middledistance, partial views seen towards solar panels in Fields 4, 7, 9, 10 and 13 from an
approximate 300 m stretch of this footpath (see Appendix 6.6, viewpoint D at year 1). The
Proposed Development would lie adjacent to Dairy House Farm and the solar panels would
be seen in the context of views towards the existing wooden pylons crossing the Site and
the local landscape near the Site. Within the wider composition of the view, the Proposed
Development would sit between the large-scale farm buildings at Fir Tree Farm (sitting on a
local ridge line in an elevated location in the middle-distance of the view to the west) and
the settlement of Hazelbury Bryan (perched on elevated ground in the middle-distance of
the view to the east). Dungeon Hill Fort would remain a clearly legible landmark in the
distance of the view to the west of the Site, and distant views towards the wider landscape
of the Blackmore Vale would remain visible beyond the Proposed Development. The scale
and extent of the visual effect would be medium to small. The magnitude of visual effect
would be medium to small and adverse. In the long-term, tree vegetation planted on the
south-eastern and southern edges of the Site would become established and mature. This
would provide effective screening towards solar panels in Fields 9 and 10, and reduce views
towards solar panels in Fields 4, 7, 9 and 13 (see Appendix 6.6, viewpoint D at year 15). The
proposed planting would also integrate the Proposed Development into the wider pattern
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of textures and land uses seen in views across the Blackmore Vale. In the long-term, the
magnitude of effect would reduce to small and adverse.
• PRoW network to the north of Stoke Wake (including Footpaths N52/7, N52/8, N52/9 and
Bridleways N52/4 and N52/3) (Viewpoints D and 4) – There may be views glimpsed towards
the Proposed Development from some of these PRoWs where gaps in intervening field
boundary vegetation allow views in the direction of the Site. Where visible, views would be
similar to that illustrated by Viewpoint D. There would be many places, however, where
intervening vegetation would screen views (such as Viewpoint 4 on Bridleway N52/4). The
potential scale of the visual effect would be medium to small. The extent of the visual effect
is likely to be small. The magnitude of effect would be small and adverse. In the long-term,
the magnitude of effect would reduce to small to negligible and adverse as the landscape
proposals become established and mature.
Views from the Dorset AONB to the South of the Site
• Bridleway S30/5 on the mid to upper slopes of Nettlecombe Tout – there would be oblique,
distant views towards the Proposed Development seen intermittently along an
approximate 350 m stretch of this bridleway. The views towards the Proposed
Development would be partial and it would be seen amongst a complex mosaic of land uses
in the distance of the view. The Proposed Development would form a very small part of farreaching panoramic views seen across the expansive landscape of the Blackmore Vale and
would easily go unnoticed. The scale of visual effect would be small to negligible and the
extent of the effect would be medium. The magnitude of visual effect would be small and
adverse. In the long-term, the landscape proposals along the southern and south-eastern
boundaries of the Site would reduce glimpsed views seen towards solar panels in Fields 4, 7
and 13. The proposed planting would also integrate the Proposed Development into the
wider pattern of textures and land uses seen in distant views across the Blackmore Vale
from this bridleway. reducing to small to negligible and adverse in the long-term as the
landscape proposals become established and mature.
• Bridleways S5/1 and S36/9 on the mid to upper slopes of Ball Hill, and access land to the
north-west of Ball Copse (Viewpoint B) - there would be oblique, distant views towards the
Proposed Development seen intermittently along an approximate 1.3 km stretch of this
bridleway to the west of Armswell Farm. The views towards the Proposed Development
would be partial and it would be seen amongst a complex mosaic of land uses in the
distance of the view. The Proposed Development would form a very small part of farreaching panoramic views seen across the expansive landscape of the Blackmore Vale and
would easily go unnoticed. The scale of visual effect would be small to negligible and the
extent of the effect would be large. The magnitude of visual effect would be medium to
small and adverse. This would reduce to small and adverse in the long-term as the
landscape proposals become established and mature; glimpsed views seen towards solar
panels in Fields 4, 7 and 13 would reduce and the Proposed Development would become
more strongly integrated with the complex pattern of textures and land uses seen in distant
views across the Blackmore Vale.
• Wessex Ridgeway (Viewpoint C) – There would be very distant views towards the Proposed
Development seen obliquely from an approximate 375 m stretch of Bridleway S30/6 as it
extends across the ridgeline to the east of the Dorsetshire Gap. The Proposed Development
would be barely perceptible in the view, and the magnitude of effect would be negligible.
• Although lying in the ZTV elsewhere, there would be no other opportunities to gain views
towards the Proposed Development from the Wessex Ridgeway as it extends through the
landscape of the AONB to the south of the Site.
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• Bridleway S36/2, Lyscombe Hill (Viewpoint G) - There would be very distant views towards
the Proposed Development seen from an approximate 200 m stretch of this bridleway. The
Proposed Development would be barely perceptible in the view, and the magnitude of
effect would be negligible.
Views from the Dorset AONB to the South-west of the Site
• Bridleway S10/7, east of Dungeon Hill Fort (Viewpoint 12) - There would be oblique, partial
views seen intermittently from an approximate 350 m stretch of this bridleway. The
Proposed Development would be glimpsed amongst tree and woodland vegetation in a
low-lying sector of the middle-distance of the view. The Proposed Development would be
seen in the context of the large-scale buildings at Fir Tree Farm and the western edge of
Hazelbury Bryan, both visible on elevated land in the middle-distance beyond the Site. The
scale of visual effect would be small to negligible and the extent of the effect would be
medium. The magnitude of visual effect would be small and adverse. This would reduce to
small to negligible and adverse in the long-term as the landscape proposals become
established and mature, and the Proposed Development becomes increasingly integrated
with the wooded character of the adjacent local landscape seen in the view.
• Footpath S10/27, Knoll south of Sharnhill (Viewpoints 11 and A) – There would be distant
partial views towards solar panels in Fields 4 and 10 potentially seen in oblique views from
an approximate 275 m stretch of this bridleway as it extends along the upper slopes on the
eastern flank of Knoll. The Proposed Development would be difficult to discern in the view,
and the magnitude of effect would be small to negligible and adverse. In the long-term, the
proposed landscape mitigation would reduce views towards solar panels in Field 4 and the
magnitude of effect would reduce to negligible.
Magnitude of Change for Landscape Character within the Dorset AONB
233.

Indirect effects would occur on the landscape of the following LCAs and LCTs in the Dorset
AONB:
• Blackmore Vale LCA and Clay Vale LCT (high sensitivity) – The Proposed Development would
increase the existing influence of energy infrastructure and introduce a new land use in
some middle-distance views seen from mid-slope areas within the Blackmore Vale LCA to
the south and north-west of Stoke Wake, and from some mid and upper slope areas to the
east of Dungeon Hill Fort. In these views, the Proposed Development would be seen in the
context of existing large-scale farm buildings and other forms of settlement (such as the
elevated western edge of Hazelbury Bryan) scattered across the landscape in the middledistance of views. The relatively low-lying location of the Proposed Development within
these views and the horizontal emphasis to the overall form of the proposed solar farm
means that the Proposed Development would not detract from the vast open skies which
characterise this LCA. There would, however, be a slight reduction in the sense of relative
tranquillity in these parts of the LCA arising from middle-distance views towards the
proposed solar panels. The scale of indirect effect would be medium to small and the
extent of this effect would be small. The magnitude of indirect effect would be small and
adverse. As the landscape proposals become established and mature, views towards the
Proposed Development would reduce. The pattern of hedgerows and hedgerow oaks
enclosing and demarcating the field pattern in views across the vale landscape would also
be strengthened, and the Proposed Development would appear increasingly integrated
with the complex mosaic of textures and land uses seen in views across the LCA. In the
long-term, the magnitude of indirect landscape effect would reduce to small to negligible
and adverse.
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• North Dorset Escarpment LCA and Chalk Ridge/Escarpment LCT (high sensitivity) – Views
towards the Proposed Development would be seen intermittently from this LCA between
Ibberton Hill and Rawlsbury Camp to the south-east of the Site, and intermittently from the
mid-slopes of Nettlecombe Tout and Ball Hill to the south. The Proposed Development
would introduce a new land use (and an associated additional texture) to the landscape
seen in the distance of some views across the Blackmore Vale from this LCA. The relatively
low-lying location of the Proposed Development within the overall composition of the
views, and the way it would appear bracketed by and interspersed with existing vegetation
in the distant sector of the view, means that the commanding and expansive nature of
views seen across the Blackmore Vale from this LCA would not be interrupted. In the longterm, the landscape mitigation proposals would contribute positively to the textured
appearance of the landscape in distant views, and the Proposed Development would
appear increasingly integrated with the complex pattern of land uses seen in views across
the Blackmore Vale. The scale of the indirect effect would be small to negligible and the
extent of the effect would be medium to small. The magnitude of indirect effect would be
small and adverse, reducing to small to negligible and adverse in the long-term as the
landscape proposals become established and mature.
Magnitude of Change to Landscape Setting and Special Qualities of the Dorset AONB
234.

The Dorset AONB covers 1,129 sq. km, approximately 42 per cent of the county. Intervisibility
between the Site and the AONB is very limited due to the character of the vale. The AONB
Management Plan 2019-2024 includes a Statement of Significance which identifies the following
characteristics that contribute to its special quality: ‘Contrast and diversity – a microcosm of
England’s finest landscapes’:
•

‘striking sequences of beautiful countryside that are unique in Britain;

•

higher ground also allow the observer uninterrupted panoramic views to appreciate the
complex pattern and textures of the surrounding landscapes;

•

numerous individual landmarks, such as hilltop earthworks, monuments and tree clumps
that help to contribute an individuality and sense of place at a local scale;

•

a sense of tranquillity and remoteness; and

•

it retains dark night skies and an undeveloped rural character.’

235.

Whilst the Site does not fall within the boundary of the AONB it does form part of the setting.
However, the nature of the landscape is such that there is limited intervisibility between the Site
and the AONB. There are also limited instances where the Site forms part of the view from the
surrounding landscape looking towards the AONB.

236.

The availability of views towards the AONB from within the Site would be reduced as a
consequence of the Proposed Development. There would also be some effects on the setting of
the AONB arising from views towards the Proposed Development and the AONB seen from the
landscape up to 0.75 km to the north and east of the Site. In views seen from the north, the
Proposed Development would extend the influence of energy infrastructure within the middledistance of views. These changes would be seen, however, in a relatively low-lying area of the
overall composition of the view, with the Proposed Development appearing beneath the
settlement edge of Hazelbury Bryan and the large-scale farm buildings at Fir Tree Farm. In views
from the east, the Proposed Development would also extend the influence of energy
infrastructure in the middle-distance of the view. These changes would be seen, however, in
views already strongly influenced by the concentration of farm buildings and dwellings in the
vicinity of the Site. In both cases (for views across the Site from the north and east towards the
AONB), the domination and distinctiveness of the AONB’s chalk escarpment as a backdrop in
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these views would be unaffected by the changes in the middle-distance arising from the
Proposed Development. In the medium to long-term, the landscape proposals would reduce
views towards the Proposed Development. The proposed tree and woodland planting would
also make an increasingly positive contribution to the structure and texture of different land
uses seen in views across the local landscape towards the AONB.
237.

The Proposed Development’s scale of effect on the setting of the AONB arising from views into
the AONB would be medium to small and the extent of the effect would be small. The
magnitude of effect would be small and adverse, reducing to small to negligible and adverse as
the landscape proposals become established and mature.

238.

The indirect landscape effects on the significant qualities of the Dorset AONB arising from the
Proposed Development would be slight. The horizontal emphasis of the solar array, and its lowlying location within the Blackmore Vale relative to the landscape of the AONB’s chalk
escarpment, means that the Proposed Development would not interrupt the panoramic views
seen northwards from the AONB. There would be a change to some of the textures seen in
middle-distance and long-distance views across the Blackmore Vale from the AONB. The
complex landscape pattern of the Blackmore Vale, however, would remain legible, and the
landscape proposals would contribute positively to the textural qualities seen in views towards
the Blackmore Vale in the long-term. The distance of the Proposed Development from the AONB
means that the AONB’s undeveloped sense of remoteness and tranquillity would remain largely
unaffected by the Proposed Development, especially due to the existing influence of farm
buildings in the local landscape in the immediate vicinity of the Site. There would, however, be a
slight reduction in the sense of tranquillity and remoteness experienced in a small area of the
AONB south-east of the Site in the vicinity of Stoke Wake, Bulbarrow Hill and Woolland Hill.

239.

The Proposed Development’s scale of effect on the significant characteristics of the AONB would
be small, and the extent of the effect (over the landscape of the AONB as a whole) would be
small. The magnitude of effect would be small and adverse, reducing to small to negligible and
adverse in the long-term.

Significance of Effects
Landscape Effects
240.

The assessment of effects seeks to place the likely changes into the local context rather than
focusing only on the specifics of the landscape within the Site boundary. The effects would be
greatest within the Site and its immediate context and reduce with distance from the Site where
the Proposed Development would be increasingly screened by intervening landform, vegetation
and built form. A summary of the landscape effects of the Proposed Development and their
significance on the landscape of the Site and the surrounding local landscape is contained in
Table 6.4.

Table 6.4: Significance of Direct and Indirect Landscape Effects outside of the AONB (EIA significant effects in bold)
Landscape Receptor

Sensitivity

Phase

The Site
(direct effect)

High to
medium

Completion

Blackmore Vale LCA within 1.1 km of the Site
(indirect effect)

High to
medium

Long-term
Completion
Long-term

Blackmore Rolling Vale LCA within 1.1 km of
the Site (indirect effect)

High to
medium

Completion
Long-term

Magnitude of
Effect
Large to
medium
Medium
Medium to
small
Small
Medium
Medium to
small

Significance
Major to
moderate
Moderate
Moderate
Moderate to
minor
Moderate
Moderate

Nature of
Effect
Adverse
Adverse
Adverse
Adverse
Adverse
Adverse
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Blackmore Vale LCA beyond 1.1 km of the Site
(indirect effect)
Blackmore Rolling Vale LCA beyond 1.1 km of
the Site (indirect effect)

High to
medium
High to
medium

Completion
Long-term
Completion

Negligible
Negligible
Small

Long-term

Small to
negligible

Negligible
Negligible
Moderate to
minor
Minor

Adverse
Adverse

Visual Effects
241.

The Proposed Development introduces a change in land use that would increase the existing
influence of energy infrastructure on views seen from within the Site and the wider local
landscape to the north, east and south. The relatively low-lying location of the Proposed
Development in the composition of views seen towards the Site, and the horizontal emphasis to
the overall form of the solar panel array, means that the wider landscape surrounding the Site
would remain clearly visible and legible in views, including views towards the distinctive
backdrop of the Dorset AONB chalk escarpment. The Proposed Development would bring about
a small change in some views seen from the landscape of the Dorset AONB to the south-east of
the Site, and some slight changes in distant views seen from the AONB to the south and southwest of the Site. In both cases, the proposed landscape mitigation would be effective in
reducing the magnitude of visual effect on the views seen towards the Proposed Development.

242.

A summary of visual effects and their significance follows in Table 6.5.

Table 6.5: Significance of Visual Effects (EIA significant effects in bold)
Visual Receptor

Sensitivity

Local Views (excluding views into the Dorset AONB)
Taylor’s Lane road users
Medium

Phase

Magnitude of Effect

Significance

Nature of
Effect

Completion
Long-term
Completion
Long-term
Completion

Small
Small to negligible
Medium to small
Small
Large to medium

Adverse
Adverse
Adverse
Adverse

Medium
Medium to small
Small
Large

Minor
Negligible
Moderate
Minor
Major to
moderate
Moderate
Moderate
Minor
Major to
moderate
Moderate
Moderate to
minor
Negligible
Moderate
Moderate to
minor
Moderate
Moderate to
minor
Moderate to
minor
Negligible
Major to
moderate
Moderate
Major to
moderate
Moderate
Minor
Negligible

Adverse

Footpath N46/17 users

High to medium

Footpath N46/19 users

High to medium

Bridleway S10/18

High to medium

Bridleway N46/21 users

High to medium

Long-term
Completion
Long-term
Completion

Footpath N46/22 users

High to medium

Long-term
Completion

Medium
Small

Pleck Lane road users

Medium

Long-term
Completion
Long-term

Small to negligible
Medium
Medium to small

Dairy House Farm residents

High

Completion
Long-term

Small
Small to negligible

Boywood Farm

High

Completion

Small to negligible

Long-term

Negligible

Local Views into the Dorset AONB
Footpath N46/20 users

High to medium

Completion

Large

Footpath N41/10 users

High to medium

Long-term
Completion

Medium
Large to medium

Footpath N41/9 (Hardy Way) users

High

Long-term
Completion
Long-term

Medium
Small to negligible
Negligible

Adverse
Adverse
Adverse
Adverse
Adverse
Adverse
Adverse
Adverse
Adverse
Adverse
Adverse
-

Adverse
Adverse
Adverse
Adverse
-
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Table 6.5: Significance of Visual Effects (EIA significant effects in bold)
Footpath N41/11 users

High to medium

Completion

Small

Hazelbury Cemetery visitors

High to medium

Silly Hill residents

High

Long-term
Completion
Long-term
Completion

Small to negligible
Negligible
Negligible
Small to negligible

The Green, Kingston residents

High

Long-term
Completion

Negligible
Small to negligible

Residents of Fir Tree Farm and
dwellings on west edge of Hazelbury
Bryan
Footpath N49/11 users

High

Long-term
Completion
Long-term

Negligible
Medium to small
Small

High to medium

Completion
Long-term

Medium
Small

Footpath N49/7

High to medium

Completion

Small

Long-term

Small to negligible

High

Completion
Long-term

Medium to small
Small

Bridleway users of N43/16, N55/4,
N43/32 and N55/8 on Ibberton Hill

High

Completion
Long-term

Small
Small to negligible

Access land users at Bulbarrow Hill

High

Footpath N52/6 users on White Hill,
Stoke Wake

High

Completion
Long-term
Completion
Long-term

Medium to small
Small
Medium to small
Small

PRoW network users north of Stoke Wake High

Completion

Small

Moderate to minor Adverse

Bridleway S30/5, Nettlecombe Trout

High

Long-term
Completion
Long-term

Small to negligible
Small
Small to negligible

Access land and Bridleways S5/1 and
S36/9 users, Ball Hill

High

Completion

Medium to small

Bridleway S36/2 users, Lyscombe Hill

High

Bridleway S10/7 users east of
Dungeon Hill Fort

High

Long-term
Completion
Long-term
Completion
Long-term

Small
Negligible
Negligible
Small
Small to negligible

Footpath S10/27 users, Knoll, south of
Sharnhill

High

Completion

Small to negligible

Long-term

Negligible

Minor
Minor
Minor to
negligible
Moderate to
minor
Minor
Negligible
Negligible
Minor
Minor to
negligible
Minor to
negligible
Negligible

Dorset AONB Views Into Site
Wessex Ridgeway users

Moderate to
minor
Minor
Negligible
Negligible
Minor to
negligible
Negligible
Minor to
negligible
Negligible
Moderate
Moderate to
minor
Moderate
Moderate to
minor
Moderate to
minor
Minor

Adverse

Moderate
Moderate to
minor
Minor
Minor to
negligible
Moderate
Moderate
Moderate
Moderate to
minor

Adverse
Adverse

Adverse
Adverse
Adverse
Adverse
Adverse
Adverse
Adverse
Adverse
Adverse

Adverse
Adverse
Adverse
Adverse
Adverse
Adverse

Adverse
Adverse
Adverse
Adverse
Adverse
Adverse
Adverse
Adverse
-

Dorset AONB Landscape Character, Characteristics of Special Qualities & Setting Effects
243.

The Proposed Development has sought to limit the extent of intervisibility between the Site and
the AONB and also instances where the Site is visible in views looking into the AONB from the
surrounding local landscape. Whilst the Proposed Development would extend the existing
influence of energy infrastructure within the setting of the AONB, the effect on views seen
towards the AONB would be contained to the Site itself and a limited geographical area up to
0.75 km to the east and north of the Site. Although the influence of energy infrastructure would
increase in the middle-distance of views towards the AONB seen from the east and north of the
Site, the distinctive landform of the AONB’s chalk escarpment would remain clearly legible in
the distance of these views. Indirect landscape effects on the significant qualities of the Dorset
AONB arising from the Proposed Development would be slight. There would be slight reductions

Aardvark EM Limited January 2022 Page 70

North Dairy Farm Solar Park – R007: Environmental Statement – Chapter 6

in the levels of remoteness and tranquillity experienced across a small area of the AONB in the
vicinity of Stoke Wake, Bulbarrow Hill and Woolland Hill to the south-east of the Site. The
textures seen across a small sector in the distance of some views would also alter slightly. In the
long-term, the proposed landscape mitigation would make a positive contribution to the texture
of vegetation seen in the distance of these views.
Table 6.6: Significance of Indirect Effects on the Landscape Character, Characteristics of Special Qualities and Setting of the Dorset
AONB (significant effect in bold)
Landscape Receptor
Blackmore Vale LCA
(Indirect effects)
North Downs Escarpment LCA
(Indirect effects)
Landscape setting of the AONB
Characteristics of special qualities of the
AONB

Sensitivity Phase
High
Completion
Long-term
High
Completion
Long-term
High
Completion
Long-term
High
Completion
Long-term

Magnitude of Effect
Small
Small to negligible
Small
Small to negligible
Small
Small to negligible
Small
Small to negligible

Significance
Moderate to minor
Minor
Moderate to minor
Minor
Moderate
Moderate to minor
Moderate to minor
Minor

Nature of Effect
Adverse
Adverse
Adverse
Adverse
Adverse
Adverse
Adverse
Adverse

Embedded Mitigation
244.

Embedded mitigation measures are those measures proposed to prevent / avoid, reduce and
where possible offset or remedy (or compensate for) any significant adverse landscape and
visual effects. They have been embedded into the development response and informed the
design throughout the design evolution process and will be undertaken as part of the
application proposals.

245.

The effect of lighting and associated mitigation measures is not assessed as part of this Chapter.

246.

The findings of the Glint and Glare Impact Assessment and associated mitigation measures are
considered and have resulted in additional tree belts being added to Fields 7, 11 and 10. These
are inherent within the design and contribute towards a stronger landscape pattern as well as
offering strengthened green corridors for wildlife benefit. In addition to this, as these mature
they will offer improved screening benefit in close views, in particular potential views of the
sub-station from properties located to the east of the Site.
Mitigation during Construction

247.

Existing trees and hedgerows that are to be retained within the Site will be protected during
construction activity. Measures will be implemented to ensure that trees/hedgerows which will
not be removed do not suffer direct damage through operations on Site or indirect damage
from spillages within the root zone or storage causing root compaction in accordance with BS
5837:2012 and the Habitat Regulations, 1997.

248.

A Lighting Management Plan will address issues related to light spill that may be related to the
construction of the development should this be required.
Mitigation Incorporated Within the Development

249.

As a first principle the project has sought to minimise the extent of PV development in sensitive
landscape areas identified in the early stages of the project where the whole of North Dairy
Farm was assessed. This resulted in Fields 1-3; 5; 14 to 15 and 18 to 27 being discounted. From a
landscape and visual point of view these fields were discounted as they had a high scenic value
and included landscape features that made a key contribution towards landscape character. This
included an oak avenue (Fields 14 and 15) and the treed river corridor and adjoining floodplain
(Fields 3, 5, 18, 19, 27).
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250.

The Proposed Development will seek to minimise potential effects to views and the visual
amenity of properties overlooking the Site.

251.

To reduce intervisibility between the Site and the Dorset AONB, Fields 1, 2, 5, and 20 to 27 were
discounted at an early stage. The Proposed Development was also limited in Fields 6 to 7 to
further reduce the intervisibility.

252.

In addition to this, Fields 20 to 26, which form part of the rural landscape associated with the
North Dairy Farmstead, Orange Nook, Glebe Farm, The Old Rectory and Cannington Court were
also discounted to reduce the effect on the landscape setting of The Old Rectory and
Cannington Court.

253.

The layout has also sought to minimise any loss or changes to the landscape structure of the Site
with stream corridors, hedges, trees and field patterns retained and buffered. The existing
concrete track will be used for access and the opportunity to strengthen field boundaries with
new hedges has been taken within the development response providing long-term ecological
enhancement.

254.

In order to reduce the impact of the development a number of design strategies will need to be
implemented. These include the following measures within the development layout which were
included in the March 2021 planning application (see Appendix 6.4a) and include:
• Additional boundary screening to mitigate possible glare identified in the Glint and Glare
Study that may affect Dairy House Farm (Cluster 10-13), Boywood Farm (Cluster 14-15) and
Povert Bridge (Cluster 16-17).
• A new hedgerow and tree belt to provide screening between the Site and Boywood Farm.
• Tree belt planting to filter views of the sub-station from properties to the east of the Site.
• A new hedge and hedgerow trees along the north-eastern fencing (Fields 6 and 7) to
provide robust screening, and to soften and filter views of the Proposed Development from
the PRoW to the north of the Site.
• Additional hedgerow trees along the north-western boundary (Field 17) to filter views from
the PRoW running through North Dairy Farm to the north-west of the Site.
• To significantly improve the landscape structure, approximately 1646 m of new hedgerows
will be planted, with only 6 to 8 m of extant hedge being lost to accommodate a new access
point to Field 4. There may be additional short sections of hedge removal to accommodate
the laying of underground cables, but these will be replaced with a suitable hedge mix
(exact locations and extent to be confirmed). This will see the restoration of field boundary
hedges and the removal of post and wire fencing resulting in a long-term enhancement of
field patterns.
• Extant mature hedges will be enhanced through infill planting where there are gaps and
improved management. Similarly, all watercourse vegetation will be enhanced through
improved management.
• Further enhancements include new pastures, wildflower rich margins and wild bird cover
that will be specifically managed for wildlife benefit.

255.

The following supplementary landscape mitigation measures have been added to the LEEP
following the submission of the March 2021 planning application (see Appendix 6.4b):
• The management of existing hedgerow vegetation to a height of 3 m and the addition of
hedge trees (initially planted in clusters of 3 to 5 feathered trees at 5 m intervals, to be
thinned when established to leave individual trees at 6 to 8 m centres) along the east
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boundary Field 17, north-west and south-east boundaries of Field 4 to reduce local views
seen from Footpath N49/11 to the north of the Site, from Bridleway N46/21 to the southeast of the Site, Footpath N41/10 to the east of the Site, and views from the AONB to the
south-east, south and south-west of the Site.
• The management of existing hedgerow vegetation to a height of 3 m and the addition of
hedge trees (initially planted in clusters of 3 to 5 feathered trees at 5 m intervals, to be
thinned when established to leave individual trees at 6 to 8 m centres) along the southern
boundary of Field 11, and the south-west and south-east boundaries of Field 12 to reduce
local views from Footpath N46/19 to the south of the site and Bridleway S10/18 to the
south-west of the Site, and also long-distance views seen from the AONB to the south-east
of the Site.
• The extension of the proposed additional double-staggered row of feathered trees along
the south-east corner of Field 10 to reduce long-distance views seen from the AONB to the
south-east of the Site.
• Linear woodland planting along the southern margin of Field 13 to reduce local views from
Bridleway S10/18 to the south-west of the Site and Footpath N46/11 to the south.
• Additional field tree planting in Fields 4, 6 and 7 to break up views towards solar panels
seen by Footpath N41/10 to the east of the Site, and to renew the existing field trees in
these parts of the Site as a landscape legacy beyond the life-time of the Proposed
Development.
• Additional small area of woodland in Field 16 to break up views towards solar panels seen
by Footpath users N49/11 to the north of the Site.
• Additional lengths of hedgerow proposed along the ‘as-walked’ route of Footpath N46/20
to the south of Fields 10 and 13 and to the north of Fields 11 and 12 to reduce views
towards solar panels seen by users of route.
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6.9 Cumulative Assessment
256.

In September 2020, an EIA Screening Opinion was sought. On the requirement for Cumulative
Impact Assessment, it stated that there are no other large scale solar developments in the area
which require consideration of cumulative impact.

6.10 Further Mitigation and Enhancement
257.

The Proposed Development will seek to minimise potential effects to views associated with the
visual amenity of properties and public footpaths overlooking the Site. This will be addressed in
the first instance through measures that are an inherent part of the project, which prevent or
reduce adverse effects (primary mitigation), these have been developed through an iterative
design process. All mitigation is embedded, and no further mitigation and enhancement is
proposed to reduce significance of effects. Mitigation planting will be installed when the scheme
is constructed, these measures are shown on the Landscape and Ecological Enhancement Plan
(see Appendix 6.4b).

258.

Secondary and tertiary mitigation actions are not considered in the assessment of landscape
and visual impacts.

6.11 Residual Effects and Monitoring
259.

The residual effect assessment assumes that the mitigation and enhancements described in the
sections above have been implemented. The Proposed Development would be set within a
landscape framework that includes existing landscape elements (hedgebanks and trees) and
proposed enhancements that aim to avoid significant landscape and visual impacts. These are
inherent in the design and as such no further mitigation measures are proposed for landscape
and visual receptors. Therefore, the residual effects remain as stated above.
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6.12 Summary and Conclusion
260.

When considering the landscape and visual effects of development it is important to recognise
that any change to a greenfield Site will result in adverse landscape and visual effects. The
extent of the effects and degree of conformance with the local context need to be taken into
consideration. Similarly, the effects need to be considered within the context of planning policy
aspirations, which will balance all other economic, social and environmental effects of the
development.

261.

Effects that are major to moderate or major are judged to be significant in EIA terms. Effects of
moderate significance or less are judged to constitute additional considerations. It should be
noted that whilst an effect may be significant, that does not necessarily mean that such an
impact would be unacceptable.

262.

The Site is covered by a Tree Preservation Order, which was recently instated. It is not covered
by any national, regional or local-level landscape designations but does lie within the setting of
the Dorset AONB.
The Nature of Landscape Change Arising and Direct Effects on the Landscape of the Site

263.

As a first principle the project has also sought to minimise the extent of solar development in
sensitive landscape areas identified in the early stages of the project where the whole of North
Dairy Farm was assessed. The layout also sought to minimise any loss or adverse changes to the
landscape structure of the Site. However, changes to the landscape character and how it is
perceived are inevitable as the Proposed Development will introduce a land use that will
contrast with the adjacent pasture and arable fields surrounding the Site and increase the
existing influence of energy infrastructure on the character of the local landscape.

264.

It is important to note that the adverse effects will be reversible once decommissioned. The
solar panels will not require major earthworks for their installation, nor will they adversely
affect the existing field pattern within the Site in relation to the field pattern prevailing in the
wider local landscape. Although the Proposed Development would introduce solar panels as a
new land use, the use of fields for pasture would also be restored and/or continued as a land
use in some areas of the Site. There will be very minimal loss to the existing landscape structure,
with stream corridors, hedges, trees and field patterns retained and buffered. The existing
concrete track will be used for access and the opportunity to strengthen field boundaries with
new hedges has been taken, providing long-term ecological enhancement. The Proposed
Development would result in a loss of 6 to 8 m of hedge but a significant permanent gain of
3480 m of new hedgerow field boundaries that replace the current post and wire fencing. The
existing landscape structure of the Site would also be strengthened and enhanced by additional
hedge trees planted to supplement existing boundary vegetation along the northern and
southern margins of the Site, and small blocks of woodland planted in the north and south of
the Site. Field trees planted in Fields 4, 6 and 7 would renew the existing field tree pattern as a
landscape legacy beyond the lifetime of the Proposed Development.

265.

Within the Site, the Proposed Development would result in direct landscape effects of major to
moderate and adverse significance at the completion of the construction phase. There will be a
noticeable strengthening and enhancement of the permanent landscape structure following the
establishment of the landscape proposals and the direct effects on the landscape of the Site
would reduce to moderate and adverse significance in the long-term as the landscape proposals
continue to mature.
Indirect Effects on Local Landscape Character
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266.

Beyond the Site, the potential scale and extent of indirect landscape effects would either be
reduced or entirely limited by the screening effects of undulating topography and intervening
vegetation within the Site and/or the surrounding local landscape. For example, views towards
the Proposed Development from the wider landscape to the west of the Site would not be
anticipated. Elsewhere in the local landscape, with the exception of a small mid-slope area to
the east of the Site (to the west of Pleck), the screening effects of landform and vegetation
mean that only a small proportion of the total 77 ha of the Proposed Development would be
seen in views towards the Site from the small number of areas to the north, east and south in
the local landscape where views towards the Proposed Development are possible.

267.

Indirect effects on the local landscape would occur in the Blackmore Vale and South Blackmore
Rolling Vale LCAs. As previously mentioned, indirect effects on the landscape to the west of the
Site would be very limited due to the screening effects of intervening topography and
vegetation. Indirect effects on the local landscape to the north and south of the Site would be
limited to a few small areas within 1.1 km of the Site. In these areas, the undulating topography
and vegetation pattern within the Site and the surrounding landscape means that only part of
the Proposed Development would be seen in views. Indirect effects would also arise as a
consequence of near and middle-distance views towards the Proposed Development up to 0.75
km to the east of the Site, where a greater proportion of the Proposed Development would be
seen intermittently in some middle-distance views. Overall, the indirect effects on the
Blackmore Vale and South Blackmore Rolling Vale LCAs would be moderate and adverse within
a 1.1 km radius of the Site, reducing to moderate to minor and adverse for the Blackmore Vale
LCA in the long-term.
Effects on Local Visual Receptors

268.

The Site is approximately 0.7 km at the closest point to Hazelbury Bryan CA and approximately
1.3 km at the closest point to Mappowder CA. There is no intervisibility between the Site and
the village of Mappowder CA. Views within Hazelbury Bryan are contained within the village
with very limited opportunities for views of the Site from upper-storey windows of dwellings
that are orientated towards the Site off The Orchard and De Briane Close on the western edge
of the village.

269.

In terms of visual receptors, the potential effects on residents of local dwellings would be
limited to properties closest to the Site. On the whole, vegetation screens low-level views from
the ground floor rooms and gardens of these properties, with limited visibility from some upperstorey rooms.

270.

The potential effect on local road users would be limited to a very short section of Taylor’s Lane
(with a minor and adverse significance of effect), and two elevated sections of Pleck Lane
(travelling north along an approximate 600 m stretch and travelling west along an approximate
300 m stretch, resulting in an moderate and adverse significance of effect).

271.

There are a number of PRoWs crossing the local landscape where there would be middledistance views towards the Proposed Development (including Footpaths N49/7 and N49/1 to
the north; Footpaths N46/27, N46/19 to the south; Bridleway S10/18 to the south-west;
Bridleway N46/21 and Footpaths N41/9-11 (including the Hardy Way) to the east of the Site;
and Footpath N46/22 to the south-east). There is also a footpath crossing through the south of
the Site (N46/20), and an informal walked route that runs broadly parallel to it in the south of
the Site. Close, direct views towards the Proposed Development would be limited to users of
Footpaths N46/20 and N46/21, with a major to moderate and adverse significance of visual
effect arising. There would also be visual effects of major to moderate and adverse significance
arising from middle-distance (and brief close) views seen towards the Proposed Development
from Footpath N46/19 to the south of the Site, and middle-distance views seen from Footpath
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N41/10 to the east of the Site. There would be a very brief, middle-distance view towards the
southern part of the Proposed Development glimpsed obliquely from a 30 m section of the
Hardy Way on the western edge of Hazelbury Bryan. The significance of the visual effect arising
from this view would be negligible.
272.

The landscape proposals would bring about an overall reduction of views towards the Proposed
Development in the long-term. As such, views towards the Proposed Development from all of
the above PRoWs would reduce as the planting proposed for the Site becomes established and
matures. As such, visual effects arising for users of PRoWs within the Site and the surrounding
local landscape would not be greater than moderate and adverse in significance in the longterm.
Effects on Visual Receptors in the Dorset AONB

273.

The Proposed Development is approximately 1.3 km at the closest point to Dorset AONB, which
lies to the south of the Site. Intervening landform and vegetation, and the sinuous nature of the
chalk escarpment along the northern edge of the AONB all combine to reduce the visibility of
the Site from the AONB.

274.

Views towards the Proposed Development would be limited to intermittent and occasional
middle-distance views towards some southern parts of the Proposed Development from a small
area of the AONB in the vicinity of Stoke Wake. There would also be intermittent areas on the
mid to upper scarp slopes within the AONB to the south-east and south of the Site where some
distant views towards the southern parts of the Proposed Development would be seen in a very
small part of the expansive panoramic views seen across the Blackmore Vale. Because of the
perceived flattening of the undulating Blackmore Vale landscape in the distance of views seen
from the chalk escarpment, the Proposed Development would often be difficult to discern.
When perceptible, the Proposed Development would be seen in the context of existing distant
views towards Hazelbury Bryan, the elevated, large-scale farm buildings at Fir Tree Farm, and
other local farms in the local landscape in the near vicinity of the Site.

275.

The greatest visual effects would arise for users of the Wessex Ridgeway, the access land at
Bulbarrow Hill (Viewpoint F) and Footpath N52/6 on White Hill (Viewpoint D). These visual
effects would be of moderate and adverse significance at the beginning of the operational
phase. Visual effects for users of the Wessex Ridgeway and Footpath N52/6 would reduce to
moderate to minor and adverse in the long-term.
Indirect Effects on the Landscape Character of the Dorset AONB

276.

The Proposed Development would increase the existing influence of energy infrastructure and
introduce a new land use in some middle-distance views seen from mid-slope areas within the
Blackmore Vale LCA to the south and north-west of Stoke Wake, and from some mid and upper
slope areas to the east of Dungeon Hill Fort. The relatively low-lying location of the Proposed
Development and the horizontal emphasis of its overall form means that the Proposed
Development would not detract from the vast open skies which characterise this LCA. There
would, however, be a very slight reduction in the overall sense of relative tranquillity of the LCA.
The significance of indirect landscape effect would be moderate to minor and adverse, reducing
to minor and adverse in the long-term.

277.

Views towards the Proposed Development would be seen intermittently in the distance of
expansive views across the Blackmore Vale seen from the Dorset Escarpment LCA between
Ibberton Hill and Rawlsbury Camp, and from the mid-slopes of Nettlecombe Tout and Ball Hill.
The Proposed Development would be relatively low-lying within these views. This, and the way
it would appear interspersed and bracketed by existing vegetation, means that the expansive
nature of the views seen across the Blackmore Vale would not be interrupted by the Proposed
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Development. The significance of indirect landscape effects would be moderate to minor and
adverse, reducing to minor and adverse in the long-term.
Indirect Effects on the Special Qualities of the Dorset AONB
278.

The horizontal emphasis of the solar array, and its low-lying location within the Blackmore Vale
means that the Proposed Development would not interrupt the panoramic views seen
northwards from the AONB. There would be a change to some of the textures seen in middledistance and long-distance views, but the landscape pattern of the Blackmore Vale would
remain legible. In the long-term, the landscape proposals would contribute positively to the
textural qualities of these views, and the Proposed Development would appear increasingly
integrated with the complex mosaic of land uses seen in northwards views from the AONB.

279.

The distance of the Proposed Development from the AONB means its undeveloped sense of
remoteness and tranquillity would remain largely unaffected by the Proposed Development,
especially due to the existing influence of farm buildings in the local landscape in the immediate
vicinity of the Site. There would, however, be a slight reduction in the sense of tranquillity and
remoteness experienced in a small area of the AONB south-east of the Site in the vicinity of
Stoke Wake, Bulbarrow Hill and Woolland Hill.

280.

Indirect landscape effects on the characteristics of the special qualities of the AONB would be
moderate to minor and adverse at completion. This would reduce in the long-term to minor
and adverse as the landscape proposals reduce views towards the Proposed Development and
make a positive contribution to the patchwork of textures seen in views across the Blackmore
Vale.
Effects on the Setting of the Dorset AONB from Local Views Into the AONB

281.

There are small areas within the Site, and up to 0.75 km to the north and east of the Site, where
the Proposed Development would form part of the view from the surrounding landscape
looking into/towards the AONB.

282.

In views towards the chalk escarpment seen from the north and east of the Site, the Proposed
Development would be seen in the context of existing middle-distance views towards clusters of
farm buildings and dwellings scattered across the landscape, and existing wooden pylons and
high-voltage power lines. Although the influence of energy infrastructure would increase in the
middle-distance of these views as a consequence of the Proposed Development, the distinctive
landform of the AONB’s chalk escarpment would remain clearly legible in the distance of these
views. The availability of views towards the chalk escarpment would be unhampered by the
Proposed Development, due its relatively low-lying location and the horizontal emphasis to its
form, and the bold and dominant character of the escarpment a distant backdrop would
continue.

283.

Effects on the landscape setting of the AONB arising from the presence of the Proposed
Development in local views into the AONB would be moderate and adverse once the Proposed
Development was constructed. This would reduce to moderate to minor and adverse in the
long-term as the landscape proposals make an increasingly positive contribution to the
patchwork appearance and the variety of textures seen across the local landscape in views
towards the AONB.
Conclusions

284.

The additional fieldwork and analysis undertaken in the preparation of this updated ES Chapter
supports the overall conclusion of the original ES Chapter; namely, that although noticeable
changes in some local views and the character the local landscape would arise in the short-term
as a consequence of the Proposed Development, there would not be any significant adverse

Aardvark EM Limited January 2022 Page 78

North Dairy Farm Solar Park – R007: Environmental Statement – Chapter 6

landscape or visual effects in the longer term following the establishment and maturation of the
landscape mitigation proposals.
285.

It should also be noted that the additional landscape mitigation measures (illustrated in
Appendix 6.4b and described in Section 6.4, paragraph 80 and Section 6.8, paragraph 255),
which supplement the landscape mitigation measures illustrated on the LEEP submitted with
the March 2021 planning application (see Appendix 6.4a), would bring about a noticeable
reduction in visual effects on local views arising from the Proposed Development in the longterm.
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Figures – Tyler Grange (planning application March 2021)
*Figure 6.1: Landscape Designations and PRoWs – Tyler Grange Ref: 12761/P03b
*Figure 6.2: Topography – Tyler Grange Ref: 12761/P01b
Figure 6.3: Zone of Theoretical Visibility – Tyler Grange Ref: 12761/P02b
Figure 6.4: Site Specific Landscape Character – Tyler Grange Ref: 12761/P05a
*Figure 6.5: Published Landscape Character Types – Tyler Grange Ref: 12761/P04b
Figure 6.6: Viewpoint Location Plan – Tyler Grange Ref: 12761/P06a
**Figure 6.7: Viewpoint Photographs - Tyler Grange Ref: 12761/P08a

* Updated February 2022 following AONB officer comments – see Landscape Visual Figures 107, 108
and 109).
**Enlarged version submitted with LVIA update February 2022)

Figures – Landscape Visual Limited (LVIA update February 2022)
Figure 101: Bareground Zone of Theoretical Visibility
Figures 102a to 102e: Screened Zone of Theoretical Visibility (single-shade)
Figure 103a to 103e: Screened Zone of Theoretical Visibility (multi-shade)
Figure 104a and 104b: Notes following fieldwork
Figures 105a to 105j: Supplementary Viewpoint Photographs A1
Figures 105a to 105j: Supplementary Viewpoint Photographs A3
Figures 106a and 106b: Supplementary Viewpoint Location Plans
Figure 107: Landscape Designations and PRoWs
Figure 108: Topography
Figure 109: Published Landscape Character Types

Aardvark EM Limited January 2022 Page 81

North Dairy Farm Solar Park – R007: Environmental Statement – Chapter 6

Appendices
Appendix 6.1: Typical Criteria - Landscape Value, Susceptibility and Sensitivity (Landscape Visual)
Appendix 6.2: Assessment Criteria – Magnitude and Significance of Effect (Landscape Visual)
Appendix 6.3: Extract from ‘Landscape Sensitivity to Wind and Solar Energy Development in North
Dorset District’ (LUC; April 2014): Table 7: Landscape Characteristics and their
Susceptibility to Solar PV Development
Appendix 6.4a: LEEP Plan (Submitted March 2021 – Tyler Grange Ref: 12761/P11 Rev B)
Appendix 6.4b: Updated LEEP Plan ( Tyler Grange Ref: 12761_LEEP Plan_Rev_I_080222)
Appendix 6.5: LVIA Photomontages (Submitted March 2021 - Landscape Visual Ref: 1274 North Dairy
Farm Photomontages_050321)
Appendix 6.6: Additional LVIA Photomontages (February 2022 - Landscape Visual Ref: 1274 North Dairy
Farm Photomontages_090222)
Appendix 6.7: Consultation responses from AONB and DC landscape officers
Appendix 6.8: Photomontage Methodology
Appendix 6.9: Tracked Changes ES Chapter
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